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Remember how I led you these 40 years.

Having dropped Chris off for her routine optician’s appointment in
Chippenham, I took the opportunity to go for a walk. I soon found
myself in the same road I had walked 40 years ago this month on
my first day at work. I recalled the feeling of some trepidation and
the fact that I had to cross a picket line on the factory gate. The
entrance to the factory is now occupied by a supermarket and a
budget hotel! The opposite side of the road was then an abattoir. I
remembered the squeal of pigs and a particular aroma in the air. I
have seldom thought about that place, those events and that smell
for 40 years and yet the memory was immediate and vibrant,
triggered only by being in the same place. What a remarkable gift
memory is and what a challenge if memory weakens or fades with
age.

Remember is a word we hear quite often in the Bible especially in
the Old Testament. In spite of the wonderful power of memory we
are also forgetful so God encourages his people to remember their
story, how and where God was present and active in their lives in
good times and bad. Remember they are told you were slaves in
Egypt and let that affect how you care for the poor and needy in
your community now. Remember how I led you these 40 years;
how I provided for you; guided your path and brought you to a place
of safety. Do not forget this and do not forget me.

Although we may forget what God has done for us - the answered
prayers, the protection, guidance and comfort when we needed it
most, God’s promise is to remember us always and constantly to
have us in mind and on his heart.

Thank God for the gift of memory; pray for those whose memory is
failing and those who care for them; thank God that he never
forgets us and remember to give him thanks and praise often.

Peter
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Howard Keep

We are sorry to advise you that Howard died on the 26th August at his
home in Seaton. For those of you who didn’t know Howard , he was
the husband of the Late Pauline Keep, a member of this church for
many years.

Howard’s funeral will take place at 1pm on Tuesday 17th September
at Seaton URC

Lance Parker

For those who have not heard, sadly after being unwell for some
months Lance passed away on Wednesday 14th August.

His Thanksgiving Service and burial were held at All Saints Church,
Milford-on-Sea. A beautiful Anglican Church with a wonderful organist
who played some of Lance’s favourite music including numbers by the
Rolling Stones.

The singing was truly Methodist, Wonderful Hymns.
Catherine read one of the lessons and for those who remember her
from Sunday School, her reading was impressive.

A Methodist Minister led the service. A perfect Service for Lance and
for Jackie, Catherine and Jonathan and family.

Lance will be missed by all who knew and loved him.

In his time with us he was a Steward, House group Leader and a great
friend to many of us. He had a wonderful wit, a lovely smile, twinkling
eyes and a strong faith.

Please hold Jackie, Catherine & Richard, Jonathan & Ellie and little
Charlie in your prayers as they come to terms with their loss.

Doris
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Letter from Rachel
Aficionados of children’s TV in the early 2000s will be familiar with the
title of this month’s article, as it featured in the opening lines of every
show… (Do you remember “What’s the story in Balamory”?) We are once
again spending time on the Isle of Mull near Tobermory where much of the
series was filmed…
The Methodist Conference has responded to a call from last year’s
3Generate Youth and Children’s Conference for the church to hold a Year
of Testimony – for the church (that’s all of us, not just a selected few,
telling how God is at work in our lives and our communities).
As we think about how we might go about this across the Circuit, I invite
you to give some thought and prayerful reflection to the following which
you can find on the Methodist Church website:
God invites us to claim the truth that we are part of God’s story.
Our testimony is our story about being part of God’s story.
As we share our honest testimony, we expand our experience of God, our
understanding of ourselves, and our participation in the Body of Christ.
Our testimonies are never ours alone. They are embedded in a community
of faith. So they are always part of the ongoing conversation of the
community, a conversation that builds responsibility and trust.

God’s story + our story
�� The Bible itself includes a chorus of diverse testimonies – stories

of individuals and communities as they are addressed by, encounter,
and respond to the living God.

�� As we tell God’s story, God’s story “tells” us, and we have a new
story to tell. - Lillian Daniel

�� Preparing to tell our stories in the context of God’s story, and telling
those stories in public, and trusting our stories to be received and
engaged by the community – each of these practices and all of them
connected together are channels of God’s grace, opportunities for
the individual teller and the whole church to awaken to God.

�� Testimony always includes a true life story, but it is more than a
life story.
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�� We know our stories are part of God’s story when we can
reflectively connect them to the love of God, the grace of
Jesus Christ, the challenging power of the Holy Spirit, and/or
the vast experience – pain, joy, awe, lament, doubt, failure,
transformation, etc. – of the first disciples and apostles.

This year’s President and Vice-President have produced a book called
“So what’s the Story” which can be a very helpful guide to the sharing
of our stories both with each other and across the wider community…

“This is my story, this is my song…”
Peace,

Revd Rachel Borgars
Superintendent Minister – Kennet & Test Valley Methodist Circuit

The Town Flag Day is on Saturday 28th September and many collectors
are needed to cover all our slots. If you can spare an hour to stand on the
street with a collecting tin, please contact Rosie Greenhalgh after 8th
September (Tel N. 31231). Slots available every hour starting between
9am and 4pm, with the collection finishing at 5pm.
Advance notice that our next Barn Dance will be on the evening of
Saturday 30th November at St George’s Church Hall.
Tickets available from Rosie nearer the time.

Rosie Greenhalgh
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Keep this Date
On Saturday 12th October from 4pm-6pm
we will be having a time of
worship, food and celebration for all our
children and young people
attending clubs on a Friday night. We hope many of their parents will join
us as we welcome them into club membership.

We would be delighted if friends from our church family can
come along to support them and us in this very special
ministry.

Please continue to pray for our Friday Clubs.
Thank you

Doris

Church Council
The next meeting of the Church Council was

arranged for Wednesday 23rd October. As there
is a hall booking that evening and the car park will
be busy, Peter has decided to move the meeting

to Thursday 24th October, and I hope that
everyone will be able to make the new date.

Healing On The Streets
Please meet at 10:45am in Pret's (middle of Northbrook St) for team

prayers. We will then minister in Northbrook Street from 11am to 1pm.
Training provided on ,the day so all abilities, from all churches are

welcome.

7th September,5th October,2nd November,7th December
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Sunday Roast for 2019

On Sunday , September 22nd at
12.30pm we will be going to the

Royal British Legion for a Roast
Dinner.

The Managers are very friendly and keen to
accommodate us. Obviously there are differences.
It is more lively and happy atmosphere.

We will not get a choice of meats before the day.
On the day there will be two meats. You can have
one or some of each and plenty of vegetables. This
will cost £7.50 and if you want a homemade
pudding, usually either a pie and custard or a
crumble or ice cream for an extra £2.00 (£9.50 for
dinner & pudding).
It will be up to those attending to decide whether
they are happy with these arrangements and meal
on the day.
Do hope you will join us on 22nd September.

Doris
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Wednesday Bible Group

The Wednesday Bible Group will recommence on 25th September at 7.30pm
in the Stroud Green Room. We shall be looking at St John’s gospel using the
study guide ‘John's Gospel: exploring the seven miraculous signs’. If you want
to deepen your knowledge of God by discussing the Bible with others, this is
the group for you and a warm welcome awaits you. Why not come along to one
of the sessions and see what we do?
You do not need to buy a guide to come to Bible Group, but many of us find it
useful to have one. Guides will be available from Sunday 15th September, priced
£4 each, from Rosie. Please let me know if you would like me to reserve a copy
for you. Our Autumn meeting dates will be: September 25; October 2, 9, 16,
23 & 30; November 13 & 20; December 4 & 11. All welcome.

Rosie Greenhalgh
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For the first time in 6 years the Foodbank has run out of soup!. We
have a number of other critical shortages and low stock items and
we would be grateful if you could let people know about them. We
continue to experience huge demand at the Foodbank Centres;
since April 1st 2019 we have fed 2168 people, that is more than

half the total for 2018/2019!

Critical Shortages
Pasta Sauce

Soup
Long Life Fruit Juice

Tinned Meat
Washing up Liquid

Low Stock
Tinned Tomatoes
Tinned Fruit & Veg

Instant Mash
Tinned/Carton Custard
Tinned Rice Pudding

500g Sugar
Long Grain Rice

Coffee
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This Harvest Weekend - September 28th & 29th we will be supporting All
We Can (the Methodist Relief and development Fund) “Deepen your
Roots” Appeal. Enclosed with this newsletter are individual envelopes to
Gift Aid your donation

Harvest Supper - Saturday 28th September at 6pm
Harvest Thanksgiving Service -

Sunday 29th September at 10.30am
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It’s all about potatoes
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Harvest Weekend - Saturday 28th & Sunday 29th September
On the Saturday of Harvest Weekend, 28th September, we would like the church to
be open from 10am to 4pm.
I am looking for volunteers please to be in the church and welcome any
visitors.
Please let me know if you can help in this way. There will be list up on the notice
board in Wesley Hall.

Many thanks

Doris

The money that you raise will go to where the need is greatest, helping
people living in poor communities across the world. It will help people like
Fikerte.

Over the last five years, Fikerte has been bringing up her children alone,
while her husband works away in the city as a labourer. Burdened by debt
and a small plot of land that struggles to grow food, she works hard every
day and yet still her children go hungry. She says, “l am alone. There is not
enough food or clothes for the children. Not enough stationery for them for
school."

In parts of Ethiopia, over the last 30 years a changing climate has destroyed
harvests. Now many people, like Fikerte, struggle to feed their families. All
We Can has started to help communities like Fikerte's, to produce better
harvests by introducing new seeds and vegetables - including potatoes,
which are better suited to the changing climate — and by equipping people
with training in modern farming techniques and developing business skills.

These and other steps help to ensure successful harvests for the future,
providing much- needed food and income for families. Fikerte's hope as a
mother is, "To raise my children so they are able to support themselves".

With your help, through the fundraising activities you undertake, it can be
possible for people like Fikerte to have their hopes realised, and to see
improvement in the lives of their children and the future generations.

● If we raise £560.00 this could provide 40 families in Ethiopia with hand
tools to use for developing their land, helping it to be more fertile, to yield
better harvests

Who will benefit from the money raised?

Offers of Fruit Crumbles for Harvest Supper Pudding please
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NOAH

Noah made a Wendy-house, he built it in the yard.
The kit came from IKEA, so it wasn’t very hard.
However he got restless and added to its length,
And bought some heavy timbers to give it extra strength.
The boys became excited and said a bottom he should make,
Then they could all go sailing upon the local lake.
Well, Noah liked a challenge so bought extra scraps of wood
From local dumps and builders’ yards and wherever else he could.
He made the playhouse watertight with pitch and softish bark,
And said “I think it’s OK now- I’ll christen it “The Ark”

Well one night on the radio they heard the weather- man
Say “There’s a storm approaching, secure all that you can”
The clouds grew dark and menacing, the sky got black as ink
And Mrs Noah said “Dad, it shows you didn’t even think,
What with the outside building job you didn’t fix our roof,
And water’s dripping on my bed- look I’ll give you proof.”
Well Noah then said the only thing is move into the Ark
“We’ll take all our insurance forms and treat it as a lark,
And don’t forget the dog and cat, and all the hens and others
And all the potted plants inside and things that are your mothers’”
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The rain it kept a’coming down , the water rose up higher.
“Much more of this”, said Ham to Shem, “We’ll all be in the mire,
Go back and empty out the fridge and bring out loaves of bread
And Japheth, also tins of stuff - do what your mother said”
Within a day the flood increased till they began to float
“By Gosh” said Noah, “Ain’t I glad we made a flipping boat”
By then they all had rescued a range of soaking creatures
From ordinary four legged ones to those with ugly features
But all were happy to be there all in the warm and dry
Though some became quite homesick and the babies gave a cry.

Up and up the waters rose till they blocked Channel Seven
“Golly, any higher and we’ll soon be up to heaven”
They let a pigeon stretch his wings and have a little roam
But soon enough he’d looked around and then he came back home.
Well after forty days like this he had another flight
And this time brought a leaf with him, and Noah said “Alright
It goes to show the flood is less, we’ll soon be on the ground,
But where we are I’m still not sure- my Sat-Nav can’t be found
They landed on a sandy beach, and Noah said “Well, that’s that
I guessed as much, the first ashore is a rat.

Before the rest of you can leave, this Ark must be quite clean,
All sparkling, Bristol Fashion. I know I must seem mean,
But Mrs Noah can’t do the job, not even with me helping
So get down on your knees and scrub- I’ll hear no selfish yelping.”
Then GOD came down and said to Noah “ You’ve learnt a thing or two,
So learn to love and help each one- just like your superb crew.

By Ted Davies (Kathy Scott’s Uncle)
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Once again our Annual BBQ was
a great success, enjoyed by all.

Many thanks for all the help and
donations of salads and puddings

A special thank you to Ruth, Cyril, Louie and Millie for
hosting us and being wonderful, helpful and supportive
selves. You are all great.

There was a little money left over that I
am going to use to send Angela some
flowers once she is settled in her new
home.

Doris

Saturday Coffee Morning Rota

The rota for September to December is now on display in
Wesley Hall. There are still some available dates. if you are
able to do one of the vacant dates please book the Coffee
morning by adding your name to the list against the
appropriate date.

Thank you,

David
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This year’s Link to Hope Shoebox Appeal lists pf suggested items is
shown below. are now available. For those of you who would like to
donate towards the Shoeboxes from Sunday 15th September a box
will be available for you to leave your donations in the church foyer.

BLUE LISTRED LIST
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SHOEBOX INSTRUCTIONS if you wish to pack a box yourself

1. Get an average-sized, strong, adult shoebox (around 18 x 1O x
30cm- NOT BOOT BOXES OR OVERSIZED SHOEBOXES).*

2. Gather the 6 items listed in the Blue Box plus 5 or more items
from the Red Box for a Family Shoebox or 5 or more of the items
from the Purple Box for a Unisex Elderly Shoebox. This means that
there should be at least 11 different items in every shoebox.

3. Make sure you tick the items on the Contents List opposite, as
well as whether it is a Family or Unisex Elderly shoebox.

PLEASE REMEMBER NOT TO PUT IN ANY FOOD, MEDICINES,
BOOKS,

TEA/COFFEE OR OUT OF DATE ITEMS, AS WE HAVE TO
FOLLOW STRICT CUSTOMS REGULATIONS.

4. Tape the lid to the box to keep it secure and then wrap the box
in colourful paper (not glittery paper as it is not easily recycled).

5. Tape your completed Contents List to the shoebox

OR if you prefer to donate any amount towards the Shoebox
Appeal so we can buy items in bulk on your behalf please contact
either Doris or David

● We will be purchasing some blank shoeboxes if you do not
have the correct size available
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Methodist Buzz

WORSHIP

All are Welcome - Bedale Methodist Church, Bedale

Following the re-opening of the Methodist Church in Bedale, the building
was buzzing with life when some of the students from nearby Mowbray
School, where students with learning disabilities receive a wonderful
education, came to give their summer concert.

The recent redevelopment features new sloped access to the now levelled
floor, along with the removal of the pews, solar panels, an enlarged modern
kitchen and accessible toilet facilities. The work has been funded through
direct congregational giving and grants from the Connexional Property
Fund, Methodist Insurance, TMCP, Allchurches Trust, the Yorkshire North
and East District, the Ripon and Lower Dales Circuit, the proceeds from the
sale of two chapels, and other grant giving bodies.

Bedale Methodist Church are very grateful for all the support they have
received from Methodism in various ways and look forward to continuing
the work of the Kingdom

SERVICE

Toilet Twinning Chester le Street Methodist Church, Chester le Street

Chester le Street Methodist Church has been going potty in a bid to ‘twin’
all the toilets in their building.

The church has raised an admirable £1200 for Tearfund’s Toilet Twinning
initiative. The funds will go to help communities in developing countries
build their own facilities and so prevent sanitation-related diseases. The
church and groups meeting in the building have raised enough money to
twin ten toilets, and now have certificates showing photographs of the
twinned toilets in countries from Afghanistan to the Central African Republic
which are proudly displayed in their own WCs.

The church prayed for communities around the world who don’t yet have
toilets, and celebrated everything they'd achieved so far at a special
community service.
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EVANGELISM

Experience Church - Monton Methodist Church, Salford

The Church Celebrates – around the communion table, set for communion,
they spoke about the Last Supper, the celebration meal that Jesus had with
his disciples before he died, and how they were told to do this to remember
him. They coloured in cards to decorate the table for the celebration.

The sessions were brought to a close with the idea that the 'Church Shares'.
Students shared what they had experienced and learnt about church while
also learning about Jesus’s Great Commission to go and tell others about
himOn Tuesday 4 June, Monton Methodist Church welcomed 40 year 6
pupils from Monton Green Primary School to Experience Church.

Experience Church is an interactive, multi-sensory way of engaging primary
school children in learning about their local church and how Christians
worship and practice their faith today.

During their trip, they visited five stations across the building, where they
learnt:

The Church Welcomes – baptisms and what happens when a person is
welcomed into the church family. The children placed folded crosses into the
water, which opened to reveal the word ‘Welcome’.

The Church Teaches – at each service part of the Bible is read from the
lectern. Jesus used birds and flowers to explain God's care for all living
creatures, the students made a bird to hang on the tree as a reminder.

The Church Prays – the children learnt that Christians can pray anywhere
and at any time, but in church they can pray together. The students wrote
prayers for themselves on the upright of the cross, which is like a big ‘I’ and
prayers for others on the crossbeam, reminding them of outstretched arms.

The Church Serves – under the stained-glass window, the students learnt
that Jesus wanted his followers to live lives that would light up the world with
God’s love. They designed their own stained glass depicting what makes
the world a brighter, happier place for them.
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The Church Celebrates – around the communion table, set for communion,
they spoke about the Last Supper, the celebration meal that Jesus had
with his disciples before he died, and how they were told to do this to
remember him. They coloured in cards to decorate the table for the
celebration.

The sessions were brought to a close with the idea that the 'Church
Shares'. Students shared what they had experienced and learnt about
church while also learning about Jesus’s Great Commission to go and tell
others about him.

LEARNING AND CARING

Negative to Positive - Moving Stories, London District

On 18 May, the London District reached the climax of the Moving Stories
project that began in 2017 with the District Celebration Day at Wesley’s
Chapel. The project focused on changing the toxic rhetoric of migration to
one of optimism and welcome.

The day began with the ‘Transitions-Seen-Unseen’ Art Exhibition,
produced in partnership with Applecart Arts. The exhibition showcased the
stories of people and communities who have been influenced by their
experience of migration and travel.

As guest speaker, the celebration service featured the award-winning
author Onjali Q. Raúf, who delivered a stirring session on the importance
of paying attention to the negative and dehumanising media narrative. He
encouraged those present to be a part of changing that narrative.

The Ex-President of the Methodist Conference, the Revd Michaela
Youngson was also in attendance, sharing on the nature of God’s people
as migrants, with the Ex-Vice-President, Bala Gnanapragasam reflecting
on the positive ways local churches in the Connexion engage in issues of
migration.

Graeme Hodge, CEO of All We Can spoke about the work of the
organisation in assisting those affected by migration. Three choirs sang
over the course of the day, the Nigerian Fellowship Choir, the Eden Choir
and the Susanna Wesley Auxiliary Mission Choir, before the day
concluded with afternoon tea.
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Conference 2019
Methodist Church recognises a climate emergency

Faced with a climate emergency the Methodist Conference has called
on the UK to achieve net zero emissions well before 2050.
This follows recent initiatives including participation in the
#TheTimeIsNow Climate Coalition lobby of MPs in London last month
as well as engagement with investor bodies on reducing humanity’s
global carbon footprint.
Single use plastics were singled out at the week-long Conference,
being held at the NEC in Birmingham, with single use water bottles or
cups unavailable for use by representatives.
The Conference encouraged its members and churches to reduce
plastic pollution and for church cafés to consider signing up to a refill
scheme, offering free refills for water bottles.
Earlier this year the Methodist Church launched Eco Circuits and Eco
Districts in partnership with A Rocha, a Christian organisation engaging
communities in nature conservation. The first Methodist Church to
receive a Gold Eco Church Award was announced in June as
Stratford-upon-Avon Methodist Church.
Barbara Glasson, President of the Conference, who walked 133 miles
along canal towpaths to the Conference raising funds for communities
across the world affected by climate change, said:
“As a Church we believe in the possibility of transformation. Our
church has heard the voice of communities around the world that are
already suffering severe consequences of climate change.
“Our response must be both individual and corporate to do all we can
to tread more lightly on the earth.”
Steve Hucklesby, Policy Adviser for the Methodist Church said:
“Next year the critical COP26 international climate summit may well be
hosted in London. Our nation has the opportunity to provide inspiration
for others. The UK must back up targets with clear policies and urgent
investment to bring about a zero carbon future.”
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October 2019 Newsletter
Any information or articles for inclusion in this edition

should be with me
No later than Sunday 22nd September 2019

Email information should be sent to
newsletter@newburymethodistchurch.org.uk

Contact details:
Rev Peter Bennett-
Email : minister@newburymethodistchurch.org.uk
Senior Steward
Email : steward@newburymethodistchurch.org.uk
Other Email addresses can be found on our website.

Electronic Version of the Newsletter
Newsletter is now available and distributed in
electronic format in colour. As we currently do not
print the entire magazine in colour this is a great way
to enjoy the it. If you have not already told me but
would like it electronically instead of in paper hard
copy format please let me know and I will add you to
E-Mail distribution list

On our Website
You can now read the current and previous newsletters on
our website at:

www.newburymethodistchurch.org.uk/newsletter
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Services for September

Sunday 1st September
10.30am Morning Worship Christine Thomas

Wednesday 4th September

12.15pm Midweek Communion Rev Peter Bennett

Sunday 8th September

10.30am Morning Worship Local Arrangement

Sunday 15th September - Rededication Service

10.30am Morning Worship Rev Peter Bennett
includes Holy Communion

Sunday 22nd September

10.30am Morning Worship John Waterer

Sunday 29th September Harvest Thanksgiving Service

10.30am Morning Worship Rev Peter Bennett


