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Why don’t they stop and listen too?

One of the joys of living here is to listen to the nightingale’s song on an early
summer evening.  There is never a guarantee but at the place I visit I have
never failed to hear several of these archetypal songsters in full voice.  I
think the song of the nightingale is so distinctive, so exceptional it is
impossible to confuse it with any other bird.  Once you have heard one you
will always recognise it.  It was in Berkshire that I heard the song of the
nightingale for the first time in more than 30 years and yet when I heard it
again I knew immediately, although I could barely believe my ears.

When I go to listen to the nightingale sing there are always other people
about, walking their dogs or in family groups or engaging in conversation
with friends.  What I struggle to understand is, why don’t they stop and listen
too?  I want to stop them and say, “can you not hear, haven’t you heard,
what is wrong with you?”  Is the song of the nightingale so familiar that it is
not worth stopping to listen to?  Would they thank me if I pointed it out?  Are
they just content in the things that occupy them?

I have never stopped anyone and suggested they join me in listening but I
do come across others who are there for the same reason I am.  We
acknowledge each other.  We know the signs of a fellow-feeler.

I feel something similar about my faith in God, my love for Jesus.  Why don’t
other people get what is so obvious to me?  Why don’t they appreciate the
inspiring beauty and wonder of God and his revelation to us in the Bible and
in Jesus Christ?  Are they really content with what they have, family, friends,
pets – all good in themselves but they are missing a whole dimension of
life?  I want to stop them and point out what they are missing, but how?
How can I invite them to tune their spiritual senses to what is there all the
time if they would only stop to see the unseen, hear the unspoken and touch
the untouchable?  God may not have put a longing for nightingale song in
every human heart but he has certainly put a longing for himself within.  It is
often unacknowledged, ignored or badly met by activity or acquisition or
distraction but it is there all right.

May God help us all to point others to the rich cadence and harmonic delight
of God’s presence; to show them how and where to find the one in whom is
found delight, hope and meaning.

Peter
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Thank You

Thank you to everyone who came and supported our coffee morning on the
6th April in aid of Hope for Children. The charity is a fantastic organisation
who work to improve children’s lives all over the world by empowering their
families, supporting children’s rights, and allowing better education and
health care for children. One of the amazing things they do is to set up street
schools for children who can’t travel to school or who can’t afford the
necessaries to attend. By doing this, Hope for Children support the children
who slip through the net of the larger charities and allow every child to have
the childhood they deserve.
Over this coffee morning we raised a staggering £141.94 which will go
towards Hope for Children’s campaign. A special thanks to the Smith Family
for their kind-hearted support and generosity.

Vincent (Sophie Smith’s University Friend)

Wednesday Bible group

Our study of the Parables closes with a final session on
Wednesday 1st May at 7.30pm in the Church Foyer.  The
group will be taking a break over the summer.

Rosie Greenhalgh

Safeguarding - Church Keys

I am trying to get an up-to-date list of all people who hold  a Church
key.

Please let me know if you have an original key to the Church or Master
Key to the room doors in Wesley Hall. I have details of those with keys
to the  hall outer doors.

I will then ask you to complete a form so that we can keep a record of
all people holding keys.

Thank you,

Doris
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Easter is over. What next?
According to the commercial world, Easter is now well and truly over and the
next ‘big things’ will be Father’s Day, the summer barbecue season and the
return to school. From there, no doubt we shall be encouraged to jump to
Hallowe’en, forgetting Harvest Festival on the way through.
However, in God’s kingdom, things are a little different! Easter is by no means
over – in fact it has only just begun! As I write this, we are not even at the end
of the first week of the Easter Season and the season lasts until Pentecost on
June 9th!! So, what is this Easter season within the life of the church about?
Advent and Lent come every year before the great festivals of Christmas and
Easter offering a period of preparation and prayer that there may be a better
understanding of the mysteries of God, told through familiar stories and
surrounded by a wealth of tradition (and superstition).
The post-Easter period also comes every year, but why does it remain
significant? There will, rightly, be great celebrations on the Feast of Pentecost
as the world-wide church remembers the powerful work of the Holy Spirit in
Jerusalem among people from across the known world.
Through the gospel readings in this post-Easter period, which come this year
from John, there emerges a theme for consideration: that those who come
looking for Jesus and end up encountering the risen Christ are not only
transformed by the experience, but also given instructions on what they are to
do and be…
The women come anticipating death and a body to be embalmed; Thomas will
not be put off by second-hand accounts of Jesus’ resurrection and Peter is
commissioned to take the work of the kingdom forward that would have seemed
unthinkable from his stumbling denials of his links with Jesus. These three
encounters have some powerful messages which can (and should) be shared
in this Easter season.

1. Even when circumstances (and our human reasoning) seem to point in
one direction, God’s plans can still amaze and confound us and send
us off in a totally different direction with different emotions.

2. One’s own experience of God is precisely that – no one has the same
experience of God as anyone else. God asks us to be authentic in our
response to him, not to have someone else’s experience.

3. The commissioning of Peter reminds that God does not give up on
anyone, even when we perhaps feel that he should… the Spirit of
transformation and hope is coming… are you prepared?

Peace, Rachel
Revd Rachel Borgars
Superintendent Minister – Kennet & Test Valley Methodist Circuit
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Thy Kingdom Come

Thy Kingdom Come started in 2016 as an invitation from the
Archbishops of Canterbury and York to pray and has grown into
an international and cross demoninational call to prayer and
includes the Methodist Church.  Now is the time to think about
joining in.  Ascension Day (30th May) is when we remember
Jesus’ return to the realm of glory from which he came, and
Pentecost (9th June) is when we celebrate the outpouring of the
Holy Spirit on Jesus’ disciples - often known as the ‘birthday of
the Church’.  The nine days between these two key celebrations
provide an opportunity for prayer and reflection as we seek that
gift of the Holy Spirit for ourselves and our communities.

In this in-between time, we invite you to pray with us, “Thy
Kingdom Come” - that the Holy Spirit would come and bless and
challenge us to witness to God’s life-changing work.  In particular
we are asked to pray specifically and regularly for five people we
know to come to faith in Jesus and to look for ways to help to be
the answer to those prayers through invitation, conversation and
generosity.

Thy Kingdom Come
Thy Kingdom Come (30th May – June 9th) continues to gather
momentum, and it’s great to hear about various initiatives and ways of
engaging with it that are taking place across the Connexion. As well as
general promotional videos out this year, they’ll be some specific
Methodist videos produced as well as a Methodist prayer resource.
You can find a wide of resources already available at the Thy Kingdom
Come website.
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Ride and Stride 2018 is now a pretty distant memory for most of
us, but with the final results now in it’s worth pausing to take note
of what we achieved, and to thank all those who helped us
achieve it. Altogether some 75 riders and striders made 471 visits
to 72 churches, and raised almost £19,000 for the Royal County of
Berkshire Churches Trust – money that will go directly to helping
keep the churches of our county in good repair. In 2017/18 the
Trust paid out £31,000 in grants for church repairs and
improvements, and the money raised through Ride and Stride
made a vital contribution to this total. So thank you to all who took
part, whether as Riders and Striders, as local organisers, or as
stewards on the day who welcomed visitors and offered much-
appreciated refreshments to enthusiastic but sometimes weary
participants.

Ride and Stride is a great event. Nationally it raises over £1 million
each year for our churches. But besides this, for those who take
part it offers a splendid opportunity to see some of the wonderful
churches of our county – churches built with love and in faith, with
dedication and hard work, and with skill and artistry. Our task
today is to maintain them with the same love and faith, and in the
same manner.
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Last year I walked with a friend through Reading. Some of the
churches I had visited before, some were new to me, but all gave me
cause to stop and stare and wonder. I started at the church of the
English Martyrs in Tilehurst and ended (via Reading Abbey ruins and
the church of St James) at St Peter’s in Caversham, and altogether
visited sixteen churches. There were too many to describe here
individually, but some stand out – the lofty interior of J P St Aubyn’s
All Saints, Downshire Square; the wonderful furnishings (including a
Pugin screen) at Holy Trinity; the grandeur of the Minster; the
classical restraint of St Mary Castle Street; the quietness of the burial
ground behind the Friends’ Meeting House in Church Street; the
Victorian gothic masterpiece that is Henry Woodyer’s Christ Church;
and the magnificent series of stained glass windows by C E Kempe at
St Luke’s. And at many of them I met people who clearly loved their
churches and were glad to share their love and their knowledge with
me. It was a great way to spend a Saturday, and an inspiration to be
reminded of the magnificent heritage we have in Berkshire.

Doubtless other participants could tell similar stories of their
experiences elsewhere in Berkshire. I myself am planning to explore
another part of the county in September 2019. If you would like to
take part, have a word with your local organiser – or email
rideandstrideberks@gmail.com. Whether you visit two churches or
twenty, I’m sure you’ll have a good day, and whether you raise £50 or
£500, every penny will help our churches.

Peter Durrant
Chairman, Royal County of Berkshire Churches Trust
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Thanks to all who supported the Christian Aid Lent Appeal by
following ‘Count your Blessings’ and making a small donation each
week.  All moneys to Rosie as soon as possible, please.
Christian Aid Week (13-19 May) is nearly here!  It is not too late to
offer to help with our House-to-house collection.  Please speak to
Rosie to be allocated a road near your home.  If your collecting
days are over, please pray that people will come forward to help
with this vital task; collections have been falling due to a dearth of
collectors, and we raised under £6000 last year.  This means that
our fundraising during the rest of the year is essential if the work of
Christian Aid is to continue.
There will be no ecumenical Christian Aid service this year, but gift
envelopes will be available in the church foyer for those who would
like to donate.
To launch Christian Aid Week there will be a Quiz & Supper Evening
in Wesley Hall at 7pm on Saturday 12th May.  Tickets available
from Doris and David.  Do join us!
Please note that the QUAKER BRUNCH planned for Saturday 18th
May has been CANCELLED.

There will again be a Skittles competition in June,
on Wednesdays 12th, 19th and 26th at the Baptist
Church (a week later than given in last month’s
newsletter).  Please let Rosie know if you would
like to join a team.
          Rosie Greenhalgh
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For a great evening of Fellowship
& sharing supper together

Christian Aid Quiz and Supper
Saturday 11th May

at
7pm

in Wesley Hall
Tickets £6.00

 (available in advance to help with catering
from Doris or David)

or on the night
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Cancelled
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Sunday Roast for 2019
dates for Sunday Roast  for rest of 2019

19th May
16th June
21st July
18th August
22nd September
20th October
17th November
15th December - Christmas Meal.

Please note that June’s Sunday Roast is now 16th June

J.O.Y
2019 Dates for your diaries & calendars
June 11th    Summer Meal
August 20th   BBQ
October 22nd  Speaker Evening
December 17th  Christmas Meal
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MEN’S FELLOWSHIP OUTING TO THE
CRUX EASTON WIND ENGINE

On the chilly afternoon of Sunday 14th April a small group of us made
the short trip to Crux Easton, just over the county boundary in
Hampshire.
Here is located one of the few remaining wind engines in the UK.
What is a wind engine? A wind engine is not a windmill, and is similar
to a wind pump (those metal contraptions found across the USA and
Australia.). Wind engines are characterised by lattice towers and an
annular sail to catch the wind and quite often the presence of a
fantail. The sail may consist of one ring or two with slatted canvas
inserts a bit like a water wheel. These are very effective to catch the
breeze.
Most English wind engines were built to order by John Wallis Titt
(1841-1910) at his firm at Warminster, Wiltshire. Although there were
standard models, they could be built to order - the main variation
being in height for which an additional cost was levied. Even in those
early days of the 1880’s there was an after sales service to check if
the customer was satisfied (normally a resounding yes) and as a
result glowing testimonials were often produced. There was also on
display at the mill an early facsimile of a brochure or catalogue the
typeface for which was clearly from a different age.
John Wallis Titt - a leading agricultural engineer - produced three
main types of wind engine
The Woodcock  A 12 foot or 14 foot wind wheel combined with a
variable height tower.
The Simplex Direct  The wind wheel varied from 14 feet across to
25 feet across, a fantail being provided with the larger examples. A 25
foot high tower came as standard.
The Simplex Geared  The wind wheel varied from 14 feet across
to 40 feet across, a fantail being provided with all examples. The
tower height varied from 25 feet high to 35 feet high.
Most wind engines were requisitioned for the express purpose of
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raising water from deep wells. At Crux Easton one might well question
the wisdom of locating a manor house so high up on the Hampshire
Downs, but following a positive response from the water diviner the
Crux Easton engine was constructed and was engaged to pump water
to the house from a shaft over 300’ deep. It seems to have been able to
do this without problems so as well as harnessing water supply the
Crux Easton machine was also used for grinding flour through one pair
of grindstones and for powering a saw. Oat crushing, chaff cutting and
peat moss breaking was also undertaken at other wind engine
locations.
As far as is known the Warminster firm built 74 wind engines located in
the England and elsewhere as follows.
In England
Wiltshire 19 Suffolk 9 Hampshire 7 Somerset 5
Gloucestershire, Berkshire, Shropshire and Norfolk 3 each
Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, Devon and West Sussex 2 each
Herefordshire, Hertfordshire, Essex, Kent, Dorset, Northamptonshire,
Lancashire, Yorkshire, Glamorgan, Cornwall and Oxfordshire 1 each
Further afield:
Isle of Man, Italy and County Londonderry 1 each

They were supplied to Governments, Brickworks, Waterworks, the
Railways, Dukes, Lords, Earls, Marquises, Bishops and Baronets,
Hospitals, Mills and Breweries, Farms and Estates. Quite a list!

Crux Easton Wind Engine chronology
Erected 1891
Last worked 1920’s
Mill dismantled 1960’s
Restored  2002

For further information visit www.windmillworld.com

Myles

www.windmillworld.com
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Men’s Fellowship
Outing to CRUX
EASTON WIND
ENGINE

HANDYPERSON – AGE UK BERKSHIRE

 Job Description

 The scope of the Handyperson scheme is to provide small household
repairs and home improvement services to older people living in
Berkshire. The scheme places great emphasis on safety and security,
helping people to remain living independently and safely within their
homes. The service operates Monday to Friday, excluding public
holidays. This post is a part time 20 hours per week (flexible) one year
contract and requires a full driving licence and your own vehicle.

Job Type: Part-time   Salary: £8.65 /hour plus expenses

Contact Kim Rolfe at Age UK Berkshire on DD Tel: 0118 908 3593
General Office Tel: 0118 959 4242
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The Foodbank has an urgent need for additional volunteers to help
in our Warehouse at Greenham Business Park.

If you have a few hours to spare or know anyone who has please
do get in touch with me in the first instance. We are looking for a
number of people particularly to join the Thursday team to assist
with the receiving and distribution of donations.

Current Stock situation
Urgently Needed

Tinned Fruit

Sponge Puddings

Low in Stock

Long Grain Rice

Sugar

Long Life Fruit Juice

Well Stocked

No Pasta, Soup or Beans
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“Getting the Message Across”
 It will be a FUN, practical workshop and will include a reminder of things
we need to remember when speaking in public in church.  We may feel
we're good at the role(s) we undertake, however there's always something
we can learn or be reminded about or improve, so do come along.

Saturday, 15 June 2019
Thatcham Methodist Church

10am – 12 noon
(Coffee and cake from 9.30am)

Led by David Wylie
(David has extensive experience in local radio, producing
large productions, working the A/V system in his church

and so on)

If you would like, please bring a favourite verse with you, in
written form, from say the bible or from a hymn or a poem.

You would also be most welcome to bring a smartphone
with you to capture your personal development.

To book your place email  Karen on
kafrost@hotmail.co.uk

Thatcham's Worship Consultation Group and
Accessibility Team are organising the above

workshop.

The workshop will be open to Thatcham and Newbury
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Bible Month is an opportunity for churches and circuits to spend 30
days focused on a single biblical book. In 2019, Bible Month will
focus on the epistle to the Colossians.
By focusing on a single biblical book, Bible Month will enable
churches to engage more deeply with Scripture. Bible Month has
proved to be effective in raising biblical literacy, and the majority of
those who have taken part in the past were keen to hold another
Bible Month in the future!
Bible Month involves two key elements:
Preachers preparing and preaching a series of sermons on
Colossians over the four Sundays of June.
Small group leaders running a 'Bible Month' group that focuses on
Colossians, but which also helps those attending engage the Bible in
fresh and innovative way
The training days sits alongside the Bible Month Magazine and the
resources available on the Methodist website, or through Methodist
Publishing.
Bible Month is now hosted by LWPT, with the Methodist Church
continuing as a key partner.
For information on Bible Month, visit www.preachweb.org/biblemonth
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CTNA PRAYER BREAKFAST

CTNA Prayer Breakfast on the second Saturday of the month from
8am – 9.30am.

 Everyone is welcome to join us and these gatherings are a great
opportunity for fellowship and sharing prayer needs for the
churches and organisations or anything else that is on your heart.

Please put these dates in your diaries:

MAY 11th   – Methodist Church

JUNE 8th   – St Nics

Healing On The Streets

Please meet at 10:45am in Pret's (middle of Northbrook St) for
team prayers. We will then minister in Northbrook Street from

11am to 1pm. Training provided on ,the day so all abilities, from
all churches are welcome.

4th May,1st June,6th July,3rd August
7th September,5th October,2nd November,7th December
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Methodist Buzz

WORSHIP
New Hope - High House Chapel, Upper Weardale

After a survey on one of the world’s oldest Methodist chapels
revealed thousands of pounds worth of structural repairs were
needed, it became clear that High House Chapel in Upper Weardale
was at risk of closure. This was a huge blow to the community in
Ireshopeburn who decided to do all they could to keep the 18th-
century building open. High House Chapel is also home to the
Weardale museum.

The fund-raising initiative, Friends of High House, was launched and
the West Durham Methodist Circuit became managing trustees
exploring all possible options to enable Weardale Museum to acquire
the building. "I am confident that we can find a way of continuing a
Methodist presence and witness within the community," said the
superintendent minister of the circuit, Revd Christopher Humble.

 It is hoped the building will become a centre to promote both
Weardale and Methodist Heritage and also host concerts and other
public events.

 Friends of High House chair, Rachel Swaffield, said: "I think this is
probably the best possible outcome given the inevitable difficulties of
maintaining an historic building when it begins to deteriorate. The
museum would be worthy custodians for the future as they have an
interest in preserving its history in the dale and in Methodism, being
able to place it in the context of the wider history of the area while
celebrating the chapel's unique story. We will be excited to work with
both the local circuit and the museum trustees in raising the
necessary funds to secure the building for future use as a community
asset and as a place of worship."
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LEARNING AND CARING
Exploring Faith in Youth - The Feast

The Feast is an interfaith initiative which brings teenagers together to
explore faith and to build confidence and friendships. Facilitators work
hard to create intimate and safe spaces and the topics they discuss are
ones that young people are concerned about. The Feast allows young
people to develop listening and sharing skills which they can use in their
everyday lives.

Chauncey came to The Feast through a Methodist partner in Birmingham
but initially had doubts about the programme. His first experience was a
baking challenge, where he quickly forgot his reservations and joined in
with the group discussion. After the young people had baked cookies and
gulab jaman, an Asian dessert, they took them out onto the streets to
share with the neighbours.

Afterwards, the young people looked at the similarities and differences
between what they had baked and were then asked to talk about the
similarities and differences between their faiths. Chauncey sat with two
Muslim boys and as they talked about their faith, they discovered that both
Muslims and Christians believe in Jesus although in different ways.

This encounter had a great impact on Chauncey; he grew in confidence,
made friends and took part in more activities throughout the week. Since
then, Chauncey has become an ambassador for The Feast. As well as
going to all the holiday encounters, he regularly supports the Methodist
Church: travelling to different churches and telling people about the
initiative. In November 2018, he joined youth workers from The Feast at
the national gathering of young Methodists and told his story of how his life
had been transformed by his experience.

Methodist Buzz
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Methodist Buzz

Night Church

Central Methodist Church in Preston

Club-goers in Preston are being welcomed into the city's newest night-
time experience: Night Church, which is being run by the Central
Methodist Church.

Members of the city centre church have been opening the doors at
9.00pm on the first Saturday of each month to people who are out
enjoying Preston's nightclubs and bars. Clubbers can experience the
warm ambience of Night Church and people of all ages have been
visiting to sit in the peaceful atmosphere, light a candle, chat, and on
occasion, pray in the church.

As well as company and quiet reflection, coffee and biscuits are on offer
to those who have dropped in. The later opening has sparked all sorts of
conversations with visitors, including faith issues, worship and baptism
before they venture back into the city. When the doors close after
midnight, members pray and thank God for a new way of sharing their
faith and connecting with a community who may be asleep for the usual
Sunday service.

Image: Night Church in
Preston, open every
first Saturday of the
month. Photograph:
Paul Blackett
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SERVICE
Meals Matters

Walton-on-the-Naze, Essex

Walton-on-the-Naze in Essex has recently started a free weekly lunch,
available for everyone in the town. Almost 300 meals have been served
in the first eight weeks. On average, about 40 people now benefit from
the Meals Matters scheme each week with 25 volunteers on hand.

Emmanuel Church, a Methodist and United Reformed Church LEP
(Local Ecumenical Partnership) is working with the nearby foodbank and
Walton Churches Together. Food and economic poverty along with
social isolation have led to an increasing awareness of the need to
reach out to the community. Jane Robinson, the local foodbank
coordinator had the idea of a free weekly lunch about five years ago and
started working with local churches to make it happen. Community
funders, local shops and supermarkets are also supporting the venture.

Even though Meals Matters is in its early stages, plans are already being
discussed to encourage a one-stop support base and to provide meals
for families during school holidays.

The Revd Chris Preece said: "Emmanuel Church is striving to be at the
heart of serving its local community. The establishment of Meals Matters
weekly lunch is enabling a wider ecumenical network to come together
to share God’s love with the whole town which is hugely exciting."

Methodist Buzz
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Methodist Summer Fellowship
Peacemaking | a constructive, challenging and contemplative
approach to living with conflict in our lives.

The Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick

The Methodist Summer Fellowship (MSF) takes place 3-9 August 2019 at
the The Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick. MSF is an opportunity to
bring together a worshipping Christian community of all ages for a week of
holiday, friendship, prayer, listening, reflection, conversation and fun.
Booking can be made online at their website

Book launch: From A Mother's Pen
As part of the Susanna 350 celebrations, there will be a
book launch for the anniversary publication, 'From a
Mother's Pen: Selections from the spiritual writing of
Susanna Wesley'. This will take place on Thursday 16
May, 6.00pm at Wesley's Chapel, London. Book your

All We Can 10k
Every year, a dedicated team of All We Can
supporters hit the streets of London to take part in the British 10k, raising
funds for those living in some of the world’s poorest communities. If you’re
up for the challenge, All We Can will provide everything you need to make
your run a success. Get in touch by email or sign up on the website.
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June 2019 Newsletter
Any information or articles for inclusion in this

edition should be with me
by Sunday 26th May 2019

 Email information should be sent to
newsletter@newburymethodistchurch.org.uk

Contact details:
Rev Peter Bennett-
Email : minister@newburymethodistchurch.org.uk
Senior Steward
Email : steward@newburymethodistchurch.org.uk
Other Email address can be found on:
www.newburymethodistchurch.org.uk/contact-us

Electronic Version of the Newsletter

The Newsletter is now available and distributed in
electronic format in colour. As we currently do
not print the entire magazine  in colour this is a
great way to enjoy the it. If you have not already
told me but would like it  electronically instead of
in paper hard copy format please let me know and
I will add you to E-Mail distribution list

On our Website
You can now read the current and previous
newsletters on our website at:

newburymethodistchurch.org.uk/newsletter/
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Services for May
Sunday 5th May

10.30am Morning Worship   Rev Peter Bennett

     includes Holy Communion

Sunday 12th May

10.30am Morning Worship   Muriel Wood

Sunday 19th May

10.30am Morning Worship   Rev Roger Ducker

Sunday 26th May

10.30am Morning Worship   Local Arrangement
             Worship Leaders

At the Christian Aid Quiz & Supper
on Saturday May 11th

at 7pm

Tickets £6


