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In aid of J.M.A  (Junior Mission for All)

£5.00 for Adults  (£2.00 for children) Family

Friday 18th January
- 7-9pm

This is a Family Event.

We would appreciate parents support

Tickets available
now
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Back to reality

For some there is in the way they celebrate Christmas an element of
escapism.  It is a time to shut out the cold and the dark – to warm
their homes with the Yule Log and decorate them with fairy lights.  We
too may well feel it is a time to forget the troubles of the world, or our
own troubles for a while.  Yet so soon after the chimes of midnight fall
silent and a new year arrives, reality intrudes.  Routine calls us.  It is
back to work for some, to school for others.  The problems we may
have tried to shut out for a while are still there, perhaps made worse
by the excess and expenditure of Christmas celebrations.

Those who have eyes to see and understanding to grasp it realise
that the whole point about Christmas is God’s involvement with reality.
Christmas shouldn’t be a time to escape but to do as God does, to
face up to reality.  The point is that in coming to earth in Jesus, God
enters our world as it is – full of pain, sadness and death as well as
joy, delight and life.  Jesus was not immune, divinely protected, from
the unpleasant truth of life.  He was born in a smelly cowshed to poor
parents after all.  He lived in a world where the king thought nothing of
commanding the death of innocent children in Bethlehem in order to
eliminate the threat he thought the child Jesus posed.  Jesus, through
the care of his earthly parents, had to flee in the night and become a
refugee in Egypt.  That was reality for him as it is for some today.

This is a great source of hope and strength for us as we go into this
new year which will comprise the usual range of good and bad, ups
and downs.  Whatever it brings, whatever the reality, when Jesus
says, “I am with you always” you can be sure he knows what we
encounter from the inside.  Jesus has embraced all that it means to
be human; he has blessed and sanctified its best and conquered and
defeated its worst.

May we know God’s blessing and presence with us in 2019.

Peter
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Whole Life Worship – Preaching Series

  Have you ever wished the preacher’s message was more
applicable to your everyday life?

  Have you ever wished the prayers in church were more
relevant to your concerns?

Then this is the series for you.

From Sunday 3rd February and on the following four
Sundays we are planning our Sunday services around the
theme of Whole Life Worship.  The aim will be to learn how
we can ensure that our services of worship can connect
with our Monday to Saturday lives and how those ordinary
lives can inform and shape our worship.  During the series
we will be looking at some Biblical foundations and
considering practical step we can all take.

We will be looking together at the following themes.

3 February – Worshipping engages our whole lives
10 February – Worshipping offers us fresh insight
17 February – Worshipping transforms our ordinary actions
24 February – Worshipping inspires our everyday speech
3 March – Worshipping focuses our wavering hearts
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The first AGM of West Berkshire Homeless will take
place in the Methodist Church Hall on Thursday 31st of

January 2019 at 7.30pm

All are welcome to come along and hear an update on the
work of West Berkshire Homeless's in their first year.
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Wednesday Bible Group

We shall meet for five sessions in early 2018 to discuss the Parables
of Jesus, using the Cover to Cover guide by Christine Leonard:
‘Parables: communicating God on earth’.  It is useful, but not
essential, to buy a Guide (£4) if you hope to attend.  These are
available from Rosie Greenhalgh.

The sessions will run on Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm in the
Stroud Green Room, starting on 30th January and finishing on 27th
February.  Come and deepen your understanding of our amazing
Saviour.  All welcome.  Please contact Rosie  if you will need transport.

Rev Peter Bennett will lead a four session Lent Course on
Wednesday evenings from 6th March to 3rd April (omitting 27th
March).  More details nearer the time.

Rosie Greenhalgh

Pastoral Training Morning

9.30am in the Church

19 January                Older People's Mental Health

Book by 12 Jan *        Led by Age UK Berkshire

2 March                    Financial abuse of Older People

Book by 23 Feb*        Led by Age UK Berkshire

● Please book with  our Pastoral Secretary, Margaret Smith
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Thanks to those who helped with the Kennet Centre collection on Saturday
15th December, when  £373 was raised.  There is another collection on
Saturday 26th January, this time at Tesco Extra and Tesco Metro. If you can
spare an hour to help, please speak to Rosie.

A Barn Dance has been organised from 7 for 7.30-11pm on Saturday 2nd
February at St George's Hall, Wash Common with the band Mo Cairde.
Tickets £12 (under-16s £6), to include jacket potato supper, must be
purchased in advance, and are available from Rosie.

Dates for your diary:
Downe House School are giving a concert in St John’s Church on Sunday
3 March at 7pm.  Free entry with a retiring collection for Christian Aid.

Our Spring Coffee Morning is on Thursday 7th March, 10am-12 noon at St
Nicolas’ church hall.

                Rosie

Save the date :
Saturday May 11th - Christian Aid Quiz & Supper in Wesley Hall

2019 Dates for your diaries & calendars

February 19th  Speaker Evening

April 30th   Activity Evening

June 11th   Summer Meal

August 13th  BBQ

October 22nd  Speaker Evening

December 17th Christmas Meal
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3Generate 2018

On Friday 23rd November the Circuit took 14 children and young people with
3 of their parents to the 3Generate Methodist Youth Assembly weekend in
Southport.  We were there last year, and had been very cold, so we were
better prepared this time taking sleeping bags, extra layers and even a fan
heater!  It was hard work for the leaders and a responsibility to be trusted to
look after children some as young as 8 but, reflecting afterwards on the
challenges we faced within our own group, we all felt there were so many
positive outcomes and experiences that it was well worth it.  The young
people (and parents!) enjoyed and engaged with the activities, workshops
and worship and even the 6 hour journeys on the coach turned into a time of
fellowship and sharing.

3Generate has taken place at ‘Pontins’ holiday camp in Southport for the
last two years, having outgrown its previous base.  To get to and from
Southport is a large undertaking but we were very lucky to have a brilliant
coach driver called Bryan and a modern and comfortable coach to travel in.
We found out later that Bryan’s wife had christened the coach ‘Monty’.
Monty and Bryan did so well we were the very first coach to arrive and
register!  At the event, young people lodge together in their own chalets,
with leaders in adjacent chalets in case of problems.   This is very different
to what a lot of the children were used to but by and large they settled down
to it nicely.

3Generate starts at 7pm on Friday and continues until 1pm on Sunday after
morning worship.  There are multiple activities going on all day suitable for
ages from 8 through to 23 years old.  Our group fell into the 8-11 age except
for Bethany who is 17.   We had not set ourselves expectations that were
too high - the main concerns were to get the children there and back safely,
ensuring they have a good and positive experience of a church-led event
and that they would ‘bond’ together.  Sure enough, there was a lot of fun:
the children all went swimming together, played in the soft play area and
some with any energy left on the Saturday night went to the ‘silent disco’,
but the children took part in some thought-provoking activities too including
attending the welcome show by the incoming youth President; responding to
bible stories retold by story-teller Bob Hartman; and contributing to a
3Generate scrapbook about issues concerning our young people.
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One of the joys and challenges of going away as a group is preparing
and eating meals together so we turned one of our chalets into a ‘social
space’ where we could meet, eat and talk.  This worked well, especially
as we had brought lots of food goodies that we could all munch on
during Saturday, while we rested and recharged between events.  There
were always 2 leaders at this base, leaving 3 others to escort our
unaccompanied children to their activities and our parents free to be with
their own children or with us, as they pleased
The event ended in a Sunday morning worship with youth choir,
puppetry, story-telling, songs and a message of encouragement to the
children by one of the 3Gen volunteers.  Each child received one of the
‘1000 letters’ written to the children by members of the Methodist Church
Connexion.

Instead of being an anti-climax, the homeward bound journey was a time
of sharing, thanking, and praying.  One of the children even prayed out
loud for Mark Tizzard District Youth Work Enabler, who had joined us for
the weekend as a leader, as part of her ‘thanks’ to him.  Carmel asked
the children questions about the Sunday worship, which she had not
been able to attend, and it was encouraging to see how much they had
taken in.  Of course, we also filled the time with a lot of nonsense by
taking votes on ‘favourite colour’, favourite song’, favourite joke and so
on.  We even had a discussion on narwhals - you needed to be there to
understand!  In the end the journey went by very quickly with a couple of
stops and we were back in Andover by 7.30pm on the Sunday.

The leaders, parents and children would like to thank
the Circuit for the financial support to enable the trip to
3Generate to take place, their prayers and thoughts,
and for any who wrote one of the 1000 letters –
THANK YOU!
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When I was a teenager, I went on a mission’s trip to England
and stayed in a “host home” with a lovely British couple. I’ll
never forget a poster they had hanging on their wall that
reported the results of a survey given to ten groups of people.
There was a group of ten-year-olds, twenty-year-olds, thirty-
year-olds, all the way up to hundred-year-olds, and each was
asked the same question: “What is your number one regret at
this point in your life?”

All the answers were interesting, some were funny, but the
only answer I remember was from those who were a hundred
years old. For some reason it is burned into my memory, and
I can never forget it.

After living a long life, they said their number one regret was
that they “should have taken more risks.” I determined then,
as a very young man, that when I come to the end of my life I
don’t want to look back and realise that I never really lived at
all because I was too afraid. To many people fear seems to
be a legitimate reason not to do something.

But I want you to see that the master in Jesus’s parable was
not sympathetic toward the servant who buried his talent.
When the servant said, “I was afraid,” the master did not put
his arm around him and say, “There, there, it’s all right. You
poor little servant. I’m sorry I put you in such an
uncomfortable position.” No, the master rebuked him sharply
with anger and said, “You lazy servant!”  Why did the master
accuse the servant of laziness? Because rather than facing
his fears and taking a risk for his master’s sake, he chose to
take the easy path: bury the talent, stay at home, and relax. If
you think fear is a good excuse for not doing God’s will, you’d
better think again. If you want to know how to overcome your
fears, there is only one way—face them!
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We look forward to welcoming you
on Thursday 17th!
Love and Prayers,
Shelley Bowdery and The Filling
Station Team

PS Do get in touch if you would like
to be more proactively involved,
such as Prayer Walking our
villages with us, or learning with us
from the Ed Silvosa School of
Transformation (due to start at the
end of January)
Copyright ©2014 Downland Filling
Station, All rights reserved.

Our email addresses are:

Shelley Bowdery.
shelleybowdery@btinternet.com
Philippe Chapel:
chapel.philippe@gmail.com
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JOINT CTNA , STREET PASTORS AND Bus of Hope

PRAYER MORNING.

You are invited to our next Saturday Prayer Breakfast. It will be a
joint CTNA, Street Pastors (SP) and BoH Prayer Morning.

Date: 19th January 2019

Time:  8AM – 12Noon

Venue: St Mary’s Greenham.

PLEASE NOTE THAT IF YOU INTEND TO ATTEND JUST THE
CTNA PRAYER BREAKFAST WHICH WILL FINISH AT 9:15AM,

YOU ARE WELCOME.

We look forward to seeing you all as this will be our first communal
prayer for 2019.

              PLEASE SAVE THESE DATE IN YOUR DIARY

Our next CTNA Annual General Meeting and Gathering will be on
the 24th February 2019 at St. Nics. from 6PM to 8PM.

Teas and biscuits will be provided in the church hall thereafter and
all is welcome to visit the tables of our organisations.
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WORSHIP

80th Anniversary

Sprotbrough Methodist Church, Doncaster

Sprotbrough Methodist Church, in the Doncaster Circuit, marked its
80th anniversary on Sunday, 25 November.

Worship saw all generations of the church family come together in
celebration. Led by local preacher David Banks, the service focused
on ‘We are the church’. It began by looking at the work of SMC Kids
over the last month ‘remembering the saints’ and how each of us has
an important role to play in becoming the 'saints of our church'.

 Those present reflected on ‘being the church’, and were shown a
newspaper clipping from the Doncaster Gazette, printed in 1938
reporting on the opening of the church and a speech by Mrs
Lambert, who said: “They had built a church of bricks and mortar,
and now they wanted to build up a spiritual church; a church in the
real sense of the word, where friendship and fellowship could be
found with the community and with God. This is God’s house and I
pray that it may be God’s home, our home and the home of all who
seek the highest things in life. I hope that we may prosper in this
place.”

After the service, congregants from four months old to those in their
nineties, gathered in the hall for a wonderful lunch and the cutting of
a cake.

www.sprotmethchurch.co.uk/welcome.htm

Methodist Buzz
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LEARNING AND CARING

Uprooted photographic exhibition

West End Methodist Church, Stoke on Trent

West End Methodist Church and Community Centre has
hosted Christian Aid's Uprooted photographic exhibition, which
focuses on people displaced within their own country.

The church was open for three days to allow people to visit the
exhibition and a coffee morning was held on the Saturday, with
proceeds to Christian Aid. Two charities working with refugees
in the local area, one offering practical support and one a
campaigning group, were also invited. Some of the photos
from the exhibition remained in the church for the Sunday
service where they were used for reflection.

More than 100 people attended over the three days to see the
exhibition, raising £325 for Christian Aid. The other charities
present also received donations for their work.

www.westendmethodistchurchstoke.org

Methodist Buzz

commencing at 7.30pm

at Chieveley Village Hall

Tickets available soon from Doris
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EVANGELISM

Carols & steam

Bristol and South Gloucester Circuit

On Saturday, 1 December, more than 150 people made their
way to the Avon Valley Railway for a carol and steam service.
The annual event, organised by the Bristol and South
Gloucestershire Circuit in conjunction with the volunteers from
the railway, raises funds for two charities, Action for Children
and The Railway Children.

The circuit provides chaplaincy support for volunteers, staff and
visitors at the railway throughout the summer months and for
special events. This year ‘Karrol’, a Polish steam locomotive,
was used to pull the coaches full of carol singers along the three
mile track that had been originally closed in the 1960s under the
Beeching cuts to the railway network.

www.bsgc.org.uk/welcome.htm

Methodist Buzz
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SERVICE

Shoe boxes to Romania

Witney Methodist Church

Almost 2,000 Christmas shoe boxes are being delivered to
disadvantaged Romanian children thanks to the generosity
of West Oxfordshire residents.

Volunteers at Witney Methodist Church loaded 1,928 shoe
boxes full of gifts into lorries in November ready to be taken
to orphanages in Eastern Europe with the help of the charity
Teams4U. Families, schools and local businesses had all
contributed to the shoe boxes.

This year marks the 20th anniversary of Witney Methodist
sending annual gifts of shoe boxes filled with toiletries,
educational equipment and stuffed toys.

The appeal, co-ordinated by Teams4Us, benefits children
living in orphanages and those surviving on the streets of
Eastern Europe and Africa.

www.witneymeth.org.uk/

Methodist Buzz

18th - 25th January 2019 - Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.

This year, the theme is 'Only Justice', a call to be reminded again
that our prayer for unity is offered up amidst injustice and that
Christian disunity is in so many ways related to the divisions in
our world.
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December Sunday Roast
2019 dates for Sunday Roast - please make a note in your
diaries
20th January (next)
10th February
17th March
28th April
19th May
23rd June
21st July
18th August
22nd September
20th October
17th November
15th December - Christmas Meal.

  Doris

Newbury Family Counselling Service
Coffee Mornings & Lunches for 2019
Saturday 26th January
Saturday 30th March
Saturday 25th May
Saturday 27th July
(date to be confirmed) Either Saturday 28th September or Saturday
               5th October
Saturday 30th November

NFCS AGM - Tuesday 28th February at 7.30pm
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February 2019 Newsletter
Any information or articles for inclusion in this edition
should be with me by Sunday 27th January. Email
information should be sent to
newsletter@newburymethodistchurch.org.uk

Contact details:
Rev Peter Bennett-
Email : minister@newburymethodistchurch.org.uk
Senior Steward
Email : steward@newburymethodistchurch.org.uk
Other Email address can be found on:
www.newburymethodistchurch.org.uk/contactus

Electronic Version of the Newsletter

The Newsletter is now available and distributed in
electronic format in colour. As we currently do not print in
colour this is a great way to enjoy the monthly magazine. If
you have not already told me but would like it  electronically
instead of in paper hard copy   format please let me know
and I will add you to E-Mail distribution list
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Services for January 2019

10.30am Covenant Service      Rev Peter Bennett

    with Holy Communion

10.30am Morning Worship      Malcolm Stone

10.30am Morning Worship      Rev Jenny Ellis

10.30am Morning Worship      Helen Watson


