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We are sorry to record the death of both Howard Peters and John
Nicholson in the last couple of weeks. Funeral dates and details have not
be finalised at this time of producing the newsletter, but for those reading
this further away, please email me if you would like to know the date(s).

We send our love and prayers to Dorothy and her family and Jean and
her family at this time.

              David
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Love is painful

This month includes the day on which the Presentation of Jesus is
remembered.  It is recorded in Luke chapter 2.  In some churches it
is marked as Candlemas when candles are blessed for use in the
church.

40 days after his birth Jesus was brought to the temple.  There Mary
offered a sacrifice after which she was able to resume normal
community life.  The shedding of the blood of the sacrifice re-
balanced the imbalance caused by the spilling of blood in childbirth
and the issuing forth of life from Mary’s body.  Both these things
were activities reserved for God the creator and giver of life, hence
the disorder that needed to be addressed in the ritual.  To our way
of thinking, it is confusingly expressed as Mary being unclean and
needing to be purified as though she had done something wrong or
sinful.  That is not the case especially given the circumstances of
Jesus’ conception.

At the temple Mary and Joseph met Simeon an older man who had
been faithfully anticipating the arrival of the long promised Messiah,
the anointed one of God.  In the midst of his own delight and sense
of fulfilment at such a privileged moment and as he held the baby
Jesus in his arms, he shared this prophetic warning with Mary.  “And
a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

Mary is informed of the pain she must anticipate.  Even today
childbirth is not entirely pain-free but it certainly would not have been
pain-free for Mary.  Pregnancy and childbirth caused her physical
pain, now she is warned of emotional pain to come.  Jesus did not
intend to cause his mother sword-piercing pain but his words,
actions and life style as the Son of God caused her painful concern
as we know.  His horrifying death as a common criminal was surely
the most intense moment of pain.  Jesus, even when hanging on the
cross, was mindful of his mother and the pain she too suffered.
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Love and pain are at first sight an unlikely couple.  In this fallen and
broken world love involves pain.  We cause pain to those we love and by
taking the risk of loving we risk emotional pain.  God knows that and is
part of it.  He shares in our pain.  It was love that meant Jesus endured the
pain and suffering on the cross.  He suffered for love of all the world.

Here is a poem written by the late Eugene Peterson who wrote the Message
paraphrase of the Bible.  It plays with ideas of pain and suffering, their
reality and redemptive potential.

The bawling of babies, always in a way
Inappropriate - why should the loved and innocent
Greet existence with wails? - is proof that not all
Is well.  Dreams and deliveries never quite mesh.

Deep hungers go unsatisfied, deep hurts
Unhealed. The natural and gay are torn
By ugly grimace and curse.  A wound appears
In the place of ecstasy.  Birth is bloody.

All pain's a prelude: to symphony; to sweetness
"The pearl began as a pain in the oyster's stomach."

Dogwood, recycled from cradle to cross, enters
The market again as a yoke for easing burdens.

Each sword-opened side is the matrix for God
To come again through travail for joy.

From ‘Holy Luck – poems of the Kingdom’ published by Canterbury Press
2014.

        Peter
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Heaven is full of answers to prayers for which no
 one ever bothered to ask.

            Billy Graham
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Lectern
In early January we received an Email from Seattle in the USA enquiring about
the lectern in the church.  I replied to the initial Email including some
photographs and giving details of Greenham Common today.  As I am sure not
everyone will know its story I have included copies of the Emails below.  It is
worth looking at the lectern more closely next time you are in church.
Dear Revd Peter Bennett,
 My father attended your church from November 1944 until the American Troop
Carrier Groups moved to the continent in late February 1945.  He was a
replacement pilot assigned to the 438th Troop Carrier Group on November
17th.  When the Group left to transfer to France they were attempting to leave
behind a memorial of thanks and friendship to the Northbrook Methodist Church
at Newbury,Berks, England.  The following was written in the 1945 historical
narrative:
 "Though we left England, we tried to leave a memory there in the form of a
memorial lectern with an inscribed tablet for the Northbrook Methodist Church of
Newbury, in commemoration of the friendship and hospitality shown to our men
during our stay there.  This plan is sponsored jointly by the Chaplains and men
of the 435th, 436th 437th and 438th Troop Carrier Groups, and, when the
lectern is bought, one of the Chaplains with one of these Units will make the
formal presentation." February 1945 narrative of the S-2 Officer (historical
Officer)
 I am trying to find out if the lectern was presented to the church.  The next
combat mission, a month after they got to France was the worst of the war in
terms of pilots killed in action for both the British and American pilots.  Right
after that the American Troop Carrier Groups had the heaviest resupply
missions to Germany and were bringing out British, French, American and
Russian POWs and forced laborers to return to their home country.  They then
went home or to Germany starting in June through September.   So with all this
happening so soon after they left England I can see where the delivery of the
lectern may not have happened.
I would very much appreciate any information as to whether or not the church
received the lectern.

Kind Regards

Patricia Overman
Seattle Washington USA



NMC February 2019  Newsletter Page 7

Dear Rev Bennett,

The photos are great!  I cannot tell you
enough how wonderful a gift you have
given me.  My husband, Bruce, and I
have been to Newbury and Greenham
Common twice since I started
researching my father's history.  I took a
wonderful photo of the church but was
never able to get inside to see the
lectern.

I volunteer with the National WWII Glider Pilots Association checking on
the WWII veterans in the organization.  In this work I have had the
opportunity to talk to some of the men who attended the church and the
most memorable was George Collins who told me about the importance of
the church.  He also wrote a book where he also mentions the church.  He
said that the most memorable was Thanksgiving for them as by that time
they were missing their families and attending was a bit like going home
for a brief moment.

Bruce and I have walked the grounds a couple of times now at Greenham
Common, once in the rain (being from Seattle that was not a problem) and
once on a nice sunny day.  It has become such a peaceful place and I
really love the cows!  I always wondered what the relationship of the
industrial park was to Greenham Common.  Thanks for letting me know.  I
wrote up an article for the Silent Wings Newsletter about the memorial
dedicated by Princess Ann of the two plane accidents (one involving a
Horsa glider) that occurred at Greenham Common.  It is a very nice
memorial.

I cannot thank you enough.  May you be blessed and healthy throughout
the New Year.  Should you ever get to Seattle, ring me up and we will
show you around.

Kind regards
Patricia
Seattle Washington, USA

If you stand on the step of
the Lecturn you will be able
to see the brass plate
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Church Giving

In March, I will be distributing the gift envelopes for the new financial
year (which starts on April 6th). The use of these envelopes is helpful
to the church whether the person concerned is a taxpayer or not,
and I would encourage everyone to use them if possible, even if their
attendance at church is irregular.

Those who already use the envelopes will receive a supply for the
new year automatically. If you do not currently use them but would
like to do so, now is the ideal time to say so. To obtain your own
supply, please contact me in person at church,by e-mail at
petergeorge@ntlworld.com .

If you would prefer to make regular donations by bank standing
order, that can be arranged too.

Please speak to me if you have any queries about this subject..

Peter George

Sunday Roast for 2019
2019 dates for Sunday Roast - please make a note in your
diaries
10th February (Next)
17th March
28th April
19th May
23rd June
21st July
18th August
22nd September
20th October
17th November
15th December - Christmas Meal.

  Doris
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Saturday May 11th at 7pm.

 Christian Aid Quiz & Supper in
Wesley Hall.

In past years many of you have supported Christian Aid during Lent by taking
a list of things to give thanks for and making a small donation each day.  A
‘Count Your Blessings’ booklet for this year should be available by Sunday
3rd March.  Please let Rosie know if you would like to take part in this Lent
Appeal.

Downe House School are giving an evening concert in St John’s Church at
7pm on Sunday 3rd March.  In previous years the music has been of a high
standard; it is good to see what young people can achieve.  Free entry with
a retiring collection for Christian Aid.

Our Spring coffee morning will be on Thursday 7 March, 10am-12noon in St
Nicolas’ Church Hall.  If you can do some baking for us, or have saleable
goods (not secondhand clothes, please), please contact Rosie

Advance notice that the Christian Aid Information Evening will take place on
Friday 12th April at 7.30pm in St John’s Parish Room.  The speaker will be
Zainab Koroma from the Oxford office.  Light refreshments.  Please keep
the date.  No charge – donations bowl. Everyone most welcome.

     Rosie Greenhalgh
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Dear Friends
Watchers of the church calendar will have noticed that we have now left the
Christmas period and are now in the interestingly named ‘Ordinary Time’…
I am grateful for this period which continues until Lent and then resumes
after Pentecost until next Advent.
It reminds us that the majority of our life is lived between the celebrations of
our two major festivals: Christmas and Easter. It reminds us that our faith is
mostly lived out in the routine of daily life with its joys and its sorrows; its
successes and its challenges. The book of Jonah, that we studied last year
reminded us of the way in which the story of God’s people is a very human
one and gives us hope that God continues to ‘make use of our ineptness’
(Eugene Peterson). It is a story of forgiveness that speaks directly into our
contemporary society.
For even in this ‘ordinary time’, the news reports are anything but ordinary!!
There are seemingly daily changes of policy regarding Brexit; breath is held
waiting for the next Presidential statement to come from the United States
and the iniquity that is Universal Credit continues to cause pain and distress
amongst many. What should the Church be saying into all this? To those
who maintain that we should never mix religion and politics, I would argue
that Jesus did precisely that. He challenged the status quo, not just politically
but among the religious authorities as well. He spoke out for those who felt
they had no voice and showed a way of living that was able to be understood
and then followed by ‘ordinary’ people in community together. How do we
follow this part of his teaching and example?
Sadly, in our developed society, we seem too often to be more concerned
with how to ‘get even’ or ‘one up’ with the focus on ‘self’; whether this is in
our international, national and local lives or, sometimes, even amongst our
families and friends. Perhaps the Church’s gift to the world is this current
period of ‘ordinary time’; time in which we can explore God’s big themes of
forgiveness and grace, whilst there are no major festivals to distract us from
some reflection on our models of discipleship and how our spirituality may
be nurtured.
Shalom,

Revd Rachel Borgars
Superintendent Minister – Kennet & Test Valley Methodist Circuit
Minister at Andover (St Andrew’s), Kingsclere, Kintbury, Overton and Whitchurch
Volunteer Chaplain with Hampshire Constabulary
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Methodist Church launches new evangelism and growth
team
January 2019

The Methodist Church has announced a new team that will encourage
growth and confidence within the Church.

The team will focus on supporting the Methodist Church’s network of
4,650 churches through promoting everyday evangelism, helping
churches reach out into their local communities, and starting new
churches.

 The calling of the Methodist Church is to respond to the gospel of God’s
love in Christ and to live out its discipleship in worship and mission. This
new team is part of the Methodist Church’s response to God and to the
cultural and demographic shifts within society. Facing a declining
membership along with other denominations, the Methodist Church
wants to connect with people who are currently unaffiliated to faith or
exploring spirituality in different ways.

 New roles have been created to work alongside leaders across the
Methodist Church and with its ecumenical partners. The emerging
strategy promises innovation, experimentation and adventure with its
intention to develop hundreds of ‘new places for new people’ and to help
existing churches come alive and grow.

 Leading the team is Trey Hall, the new Director of
Evangelism and Growth at the Methodist Church, who began
creating the team after he started work in the late summer of
2018. Trey commented: “I am absolutely delighted to
welcome these gifted folks to the team.

“We want to take some joyous risks in evangelism and growth as we
learn to speak and live out God's goodness in honest, inclusive, and
culturally compelling ways. This will certainly be a challenge, but it’s a
challenge that will build up life, creativity, and energy ahead as we seek
to live out our calling!”
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These three new members of staff are due to start work in the
months ahead.

Emma Nash, Mission and Community Engagement
Officer, will help existing churches move towards health
and growth by equipping congregations to build deep
relationships in their communities. Emma is a Baptist
evangelist and minister who has worked ecumenically in
different church and mission settings, always asking ‘who
is God calling us to reach and how might we best do that?'

Matt Finch, Pioneering and Church Planting Officer, will
work collaboratively to develop and implement a Church-
wide strategy for ‘new places for new people’, developing
leaders and pathways that promote experimentation,
multiplication and growth. His current appointment as a
Methodist minister in the St Neots and Huntingdon Circuit

has seen Matt establish a café church, a contemplative community and
new patterns of children and families ministry.

Steve Hollinghurst, Contemporary Apologetics Officer, will
help the Church to communicate the foundations of
Christianity and encourage congregations to confidently
speak of God and to share faith with others. Steve has 28
years of experience in mission, evangelism and
communicating Christian faith in contemporary culture.

An Anglican priest, he is the author of several books and has spoken on
national radio about how Christians should respond to the increasing
number of people who are spiritual but not part of traditional religions.

The new team will be travelling across the nation over the coming
months, meeting with church leaders and congregations, and working
collaboratively to equip the Church for new life.

Methodist Church launches new evangelism and growth team
continued
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Lent Course

There will be an opportunity to explore and learn together over 4
evenings in Lent this year.  The course will be based on Paula Gooder’s
book ‘Let me go there’.  We will explore how difficult times may be used
by God to help us to follow him in our everyday lives.

The 4 sessions will be held at Newbury Methodist Church as follows:

Wednesday 6th March The Wilderness
Wednesday 13th March Testings
Wednesday 20th March Follow me
Wednesday 3rd April  If you want to follow

Please note there is no meeting on the 27th March.

Each session will begin at 7.30pm and finish by 9pm and will consist of a
mixture of Bible exploration and conversation as we learn from one
another.  Whether you are a regular member of a prayer or Bible study
group or not why not book the date and commit to come.

There is no need to book but if you are planning on coming it would be
helpful if you could let me know please so I know how much space we
need.  Please also let me know if you need transport.

Peter

2019 Dates for your diaries & calendars

April 30th   Activity Evening

June 11th   Summer Meal

August 13th  BBQ

October 22nd  Speaker Evening

December 17th Christmas Meal
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Open Door
I have been very fortunate in having a couple of
new people join our rota during January. This is
great and much appreciated.
If anyone else would be interested in doing a
session please speak to me and I will let you
know what is involved.
It would be wonderful to have more volunteers
this year.
Many thanks to all those already helping. It is a very worthwhile
ministry.

Doris

Saturday Morning Coffee Rota

 Currently we have nobody to cover the Saturday Morning
Coffee  rota slot on 16th February.  If you are able to
cover this date please let me know asap.,

        Thank you,         David

Wednesday Bible Group

We are meeting for five sessions in early 2018 to discuss the parables of
Jesus, using the Cover to Cover guide by Christine Leonard.  The sessions
will run on Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm in the Stroud Green Room,
starting on 30th January and finishing on 27th February.  Come and
deepen your understanding of our amazing Saviour.  All welcome.  Please
contact Rosie if you will need transport.

Rev Peter Bennett will lead a four session Lent Course on Wednesday
evenings from 6th March to 3rd April (omitting 27th March).
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The following was read by Jean Frost’s granddaughter Zoë at Jean’s
thanksgiving and has been included with the permission of Jean’s family.
We continue to remember Jean with affection and pray for all those who
miss her.

Grandma Jean was an amazing lady and we all loved her dearly.
On Grandma’s 80th birthday I gave her the gift of an empty book, with
questions posed to her about her life.  Around 3 years later, on my 21st birthday
I received the book back, enclosed with more information, stories and
photographs than I ever would have imagined.  Every time my parents or I have
read the book, new stories seem to arise, both of happiness and sadness and
we have learnt so much more about not only Grandma Jean but our entire
family.

Grandma Jean was born in Luton to Gertrude and Wilfred.  She stayed in Luton
until the age of 25.  She got married in 1958 at Bailey Hill Methodist Church, a
church that she had attended all her life, to Colin Butler.  The church and her
faith was always very important to her throughout her life.

In July 1960 my Uncle David was born.  By this time, Grandma had moved to
Goole in Humberside.

In November 1970 my Mother, Richenda, was born in Bedford in Bedfordshire.
They then moved from Potton to a smaller village called Stanford.  Grandma
completed her teacher training course, at Bedford College, and on completion
of the course, Grandma and my Mum then moved to Newbury in the hot
summer of 1976 to take up her post of teaching mathematics at St
Bartholomew's School.

The day of the move to Newbury appeared to be a rather stressful day.  In the
morning, their cat, Twinkle, also known as Twinkie, decided that it was the
perfect day to explore and go hunting rather than going in the back of a removal
van.  My mother, at the age of 5 was more determined than ever to not leave
the property without Twinkle in tow.  Many hours later, he finally returned,
unknowing of the drama he had caused, only to be placed in a travel box.
The journey wasn’t the smoothest of all either.  They travelled in the rear of the
removal van, where Grandma was sat on top of the cooker, covered in
scratches from her altercation with Twinkle earlier that day, and my Mum sat on
a foam chair.  To make the day worse, the removal van broke down mid-way
throughout the journey, where the removal men provided Grandma and my
Mum with fish and chips, by this time, it was dark outside.



NMC February 2019  Newsletter Page 16

 That night, they arrived in Newbury.  The journey in total was over double
the time that it should have been
Grandma started the new term at St Bart’s in the September.  She mainly
taught the lower sets which she enjoyed as she always felt a sense of
achievement when the students got higher grades than was expected of
them.  She was very patient and explained things in ways easier to
understand than others seemed to.
She continued to teach until the early 90’s when she took early retirement
due to a back injury when she fell in a wheelbarrow- yes you did hear me
right!  Grandma was invigilating an exam and she stepped back to tell the
students they could begin.  She slipped on a piece of scaffolding that was
around for the forthcoming school play and fell into the wheelbarrow - with
her legs flying in the air.  She saw the funny side but suffered with her back
ever since.

Once retired, she continued to do a small amount of private tutoring for
children in the area, including teaching me lots of tips and tricks in order to
get good grades in my GCSEs at school.  Retirement also gave her the
chance to continue another one of her passions, listening to crime-filled
audio books, of which she had thousands.  From a young age, she wanted
to be a barrister.  This unfortunately was not in her parents’ wishes.  She
began working life in Luton where she worked as a typist for Vauxhall
Motors, and after she retired from teaching at St Bart’s, she worked as a
magistrate, partly fulfilling her barrister dreams.
She absolutely loved this job and I’m sure if she were given the opportunity
to do it for longer she would have done, but the court moved to Reading and
she couldn’t get there as she didn’t drive.

The day I was born, she called a taxi straight after my dad had called her
and she was very excited.  She brought with her a tigger that was bigger
than me that I still have to this day.
Grandma always liked being busy.  More recently she attended Bridge
lessons, she could already play but wanted to become better.  She attended
Whist every week at Fair Close Day Centre where she helped organise until
just recently when her eyesight began to fail.

One other thing she loved was ‘Harry Potter’.  She read all the books but
refused to watch the films as she always said ‘it’s just not the same and they
always miss lots out’.  If she went to any quizzes and there were Harry
Potter questions she would be in her element.
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Something I will also remember, she always had her nails done.  In fact when
she was in hospital it was the one thing that everyone who came in the room
commented on.  She liked the holiday season as it was a good excuse to have
sparkly nails.

I’m sure everybody here has many fantastic stories about Grandma and my
family and I would love to hear them after this service.  Grandma was a devout
Christian, Methodist Local Preacher, Magistrate and Teacher.  She served her
community but most of all, I’m sure you will agree, she was an amazing friend,
Mother and Grandmother.

Two memories for me about Jean

Many of you will remember that Jean enjoyed writing her “Thought for the
Month” which was included in as many newsletter over the years as space
allowed. Jean was very diligent at getting her article to me in plenty of time.
And she will be missed for the variety of her monthly thoughts.

 She will also be missed at this year’s Christian Aid Quiz in May. In all the
years we have run the quiz in May each year  I think Jean missed one. Jean
loved the quiz but was always very competitive.

                 David

Beetle Drive

On Friday 18th January we held our Annual Beetle Drive in aid of
JMA. We hold this during club time to encourage children / parents
and church friends to share together a fun evening.

This year was no exception.

64 people from the age of 2+ years  to 85+ joined in, more parents than
normal and a good group of church members.

A great time was had by all  and we raised £300 for JMA.

Thank you to all who helped and took part.

            Doris
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Update on our Church Property

The Finance and Property Group met in early January to review and
identify ongoing property matters.

Church Glass Front Doors - Installation of the replacement glass
front doors is now complete with draft extraction and security now
vastly improved. The replacement of the perspex above the door with
glass has also been completed. Our thanks to Paul Garnsworthy for
adding the  Etched glass effect cross to the glass and also the
Methodist roundels to the doors.

Wesley Hall Toilets - the refurbishment of the new toilets is now
nearing completion and should be ready for use before the end of the
month. Thanks to Roy who has overseen this work. Hopefully everyone
will find them brighter and fresher! (Disabled toilet will now be
reviewed for am update)

Northbrook Street Noticeboard - this is currently under review to
look at giving it a new, brighter look and also make it more practical to
use.

Roof Maintenance over the next couple of months we will be looking at
the condition of various areas of the roof both church and Wesley
Hall/Stroud Green room which have suffered from leakage recently.

Wesley Hall Floor - previously Church Council had asked that a new
floor be considered and laid in Wesley Hall to replace the current floor
which is starting to show signs of age. This matter is now under review.

Wesley Hall Kitchen - another area that Church Council have
requested consideration for is a refurbishment of Wesley Hall
kitchen.. This is currently under review as well.

Church Front Side Doors - now that the glass front doors have been
replaced successfully, the right and left hand doors will be decorated
in the next couple of months.
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Update on our Church Property continued

Organ Electrics - during the recent installation of a new fuse box and
ring main in the balcony it was noticed that the power supply cabling
to the organ was in need of replacement.  This work is due to be
completed by Mid February.

Church Front Porch - with the completion of the new glass doors
being fitted the porch area will be cleaned and redecorated where
necessary to complete the refurbishment of that area

Wesley Hall Chairs - the re-upholstery of the Wesley Hall chairs is
almost complete and our thanks to Barbara West for the excellent
job she has made of making the chairs “almost like new”.Also our
thanks to Brian Chidley who systematically dismantled the chair seats
ready for Barbara to re-upholster.

Church AV Screens we continue to go through the process of getting
final approval from the Listed Buildings Advisory Committee in
Manchester. (A very long drawn out process!)

Spring Clean - over the next two months we will be systematically
clearing surplus items which are around the church, mainly on the
balcony since the church was refurbished. Either we will find a
permanent home or will be disposed of. Pictures will be displayed in
Wesley Hall if any of these items are of interest, after which they
will be disposed of.

Various other maintenance There are various other jobs around the
church buildings and car park which will be carried out over the next
couple of months.

                 David
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Shell Group & Youth Club Programme -February -April 2019
February 1st  6.15 -7.30pm  Swimming at Kennet Swimming Pool,
                Thatcham

8.30-10pm   Youth Club
February 8th  7 -  9pm  Challenge Evening

8.30- 10pm  Youth Club
February 15th  7 -  8.30pm  Bowling at Lakeside Bowling Alley,
              Lower Way Thatcham

8.30-10pm   Youth Club Bowling at Lakeside
February 22nd  Half Term -    No Clubs

March 1st   7 -  9pm  Slot Cars, Model Railway, Wii Games
8.30- 10pm  Youth Club

March 8th   7 -  9pm   Pancakes
8.30- 10pm   Youth Club

M arch 15th  Planned visit to Pizza Hut - time to be confirmed
8.30 - 10pm   Youth Club

Mar 22nd   7  -  9pm   Treat &  Serve Mums with a light
supper

March 29th    No Clubs

April 5th   7.30 - 9pm   Easter Friday Church
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Whole Life Worship – Preaching Series

  Have you ever wished the preacher’s message was more
applicable to your everyday life?

  Have you ever wished the prayers in church were more
relevant to your concerns?

Then this is the series for you.

From Sunday 3rd February and on the following four
Sundays we are planning our Sunday services around the
theme of Whole Life Worship.  The aim will be to learn how
we can ensure that our services of worship can connect
with our Monday to Saturday lives and how those ordinary
lives can inform and shape our worship.  During the series
we will be looking at some Biblical foundations and
considering practical step we can all take.

We will be looking together at the following themes.

3 February – Worshipping engages our whole lives
10 February – Worshipping offers us fresh insight
17 February – Worshipping transforms our ordinary actions
24 February – Worshipping inspires our everyday speech
3 March – Worshipping focuses our wavering hearts

Pastoral Training Morning

9.30am in the Church

2 March                    Financial abuse of Older People

Book by 23 Feb*        Led by Age UK Berkshire

● Please book with  our Pastoral Secretary, Margaret Smith
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Thank you!

Thank you to everyone who helped prepare, run and
pray for the CTNA Community Christmas Day Event
in St George's church hall which was another great
success at the end of 2018.

Don't forget that the CTNA Annual Gathering and AGM will take place on 24th
February at 6pm.  This year the event will be held at St. Nic's Church
(Newbury) and will be a further opportunity to thank God for His faithfulness
through the year and to pray for the plans for 2019. The Annual Gathering is a
wonderful opportunity to join with others as we worship together and it will be
great to see as many as are able to join us at this year's event.

"Leading Well – CPAS at St Nic’s Newbury, 26th February 7.45-9.45pm,
doors open at 7.15pm for refreshments.

Christians lead in a wide variety of contexts - workplaces, schools, community
groups, charities, homes and churches. Many of those exercising leadership
won't see themselves as leaders, but leading they are. This event is a great
opportunity to explore how to lead better in any context, and how as churches
we can resource better leadership throughout the year in simple and doable
ways. It is equally applicable to existing or emerging leaders, confident or
reluctant leaders. They will learn and laugh, be equipped and inspired, and
have practical ways to continue supporting one another as they leave.
The evening will be led by author and leadership development specialist
James Lawrence from CPAS.

 Houses of prayer Thursday 21 February 7:30-9:30 pm Hampstead
Norreys Village Hall with Anne de Leyse

Anne is the director of Local Houses of Prayer at Ffald-y-Brenin in Wales, the
inspiration for the book Grace Outpouring.  In this retreat on a Welsh hillside,
they host the power of the Holy Spirit and see miraculous healing and
transformation.

Anne will be sharing testimonies about how Local Houses of Prayer(LHOP),
are changing not only the spiritual climate but our physical world.

All are welcome, entrance is free.  Contact downland@thefillingstation.org.uk
for further information
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Healing On The Streets

Please meet at 10:45am in Pret's (middle of Northbrook St) for
team prayers. We will then minister in Northbrook Street from
11am to 1pm. Training provided on the day so all abilities, from

all churches are welcome.

2nd February,2nd March,6th April,4th May,1st June,6th July,3rd August

7th September,5th October,2nd November,7th December

West Berks Foodbank have advised us that
they are currently short of the following items to
make up the 'Store Cupboard' boxes. These
are given to clients if needed and in addition to
the standard food parcel.

Urgently Needed

;Stock cubes, chicken, beef & vegetable.

Dried onions 40 g

Mixed herbs 13 g

Garlic puree (tube)

Tomato puree (tube)

Low on Stock;

Self-raising flour 500 g

Sunflower oil 500 ml

Our foodbank collecting basket can be found in the entrance area
to Wesley Hall, outside the Stroud Green Room.

Please support in any way if you can.

Thank you
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March 2019 Newsletter
Any information or articles for inclusion in this
edition should be with me

by Sunday 24th February.
 Email information should be sent to
newsletter@newburymethodistchurch.org.uk

Contact details:
Rev Peter Bennett-
Email :
minister@newburymethodistchurch.org.uk
Senior Steward
Email :
steward@newburymethodistchurch.org.uk
Other Email address can be found on:
www.newburymethodistchurch.org.uk/contactus

Electronic Version of the Newsletter

The Newsletter is now available and distributed in
electronic format in colour. As we currently do
not print in colour this is a great way to enjoy the
monthly magazine. If you have not already told me
but would like it  electronically instead of in paper
hard copy   format please let me know and I will
add you to E-Mail distribution list
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Shoebox Appeal 2018
We have received a card of thanks this week from Link to Hope
which is for all those people who helped with our Shoebox Appeal in
2018.
We have also received a number of photographs of some of the
recipients of a Shoebox and these are on display in Wesley Hall along
with the card.
Enclosed with this Newsletter you will find “Shoebox Delivery Diary
2018” written by Roger Harrison who helped deliver the Shoeboxes in
Bulgaria.
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