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This Edition

This is the first Newsletter I have prepared which does not include
details about our services, forthcoming events, meetings and all the other
church related information. Due to the current situation all our services
and events are on hold until such time as we are able to safely meet
together again. (Virtual meetings may become the norm!) Some of this
material post dates the “lockdown” but have included for good order

This is also the first Newsletter which I have produced aimed at an
electronic version circulated by email as opposed to being a hard paper
copy adapted for electronic circulation., So this might take some getting
used to but also offers other opportunities .

Over the coming months I hope we can use our monthly  newsletter to
keep in touch with each other and because this media will offer us all
opportunities to contribute information and articles which we have not
been able to do previously.

Doris appears to be constantly in touch with a variety of our members and
friends , keeping up to date with all their news and on occasions worries
and concerns. And of course there are some laughs as well.  We have
already received a request for  a “fly on the wall” view of us doing our
daily exercises with “Mr Motivator”  (for our younger readers he used to
be on daily breakfast TV  30+ years ago - catchup with him on Youtube)

Please let us know how you are getting on so that we can pass this on to
everyone else. We can produce good photos in this newsletter format (see
Sid’s )

For those receiving their newsletter in this format for the first time we
hope you enjoy it. Any comments or request for help please let me know
and don’t forget to let us have your articles, book reviews, film/ television
reviews & recommendations, tell us what you have been doing or  write a
quiz, word search to keep us mentally alert.
I look forward to receiving your contribution.
               David
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As I write this article for publication in time for April there is only one
topic on every news bulletin and in most conversations.  How the
situation will be by the time you read this no one can say but it
seems unlikely to have improved.

What occurs to me is that the message of Good Friday and Easter
has never been more needed or more relevant.  People are looking
for security, comfort and hope and all are central to the events we
remember at this time of year.  It is too early to say what the impact
of the new virus will be on society but already we are seeing the
best and the worst of humanity on display in response to it.  The
sudden appearance and spread of a microscopic organism has
reminded us how interconnected and interdependent the world is.
It is showing us how fragile our society is as what we once thought
dependable and secure suddenly seems much less so.

How then should we live in these days as God’s people who
remember that Jesus died and rose again?  We are called, I
believe, to be prayerful and watchful - watchful of and for others in
need - watchful of ourselves and the danger we may pose to others
– watchful of what is going on around us for opportunities to serve
our neighbours.  Throughout the watching we must pray.

Easter tells us we believe in a God who suffered and died because
he is so connected and concerned for the life of the creation he has
made.  It tells us we believe in God who rose again, who overcame
death and who will make all things new – a world in which death
and viruses no longer exist.  That is our hope and our future.

Here are some verses from the Bible I am holding on to and trying
to put into practice each day.

Easter Message



NMC April 2020 Newsletter Page 4

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  Let your
reasonableness be known to everyone.  The Lord is at hand; do not be
anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

Or in a paraphrase version.

Always be full of joy in the Lord.  I say it again—rejoice!  Let everyone
see that you are considerate in all you do.  Remember, the Lord is
coming soon.  Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about
everything.  Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has
done.  Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything
we can understand.  His peace will guard your hearts and minds as
you live in Christ Jesus.  Philippians 4: 4-7

                 Peter



NMC April 2020 Newsletter Page 5

Peter’s Sabbatical

After strong support from Rachel and from the whole of the Circuit
Leadership Team, Peter made an application to postpone his

Sabbatical until the next Connexional year.
 (Year from September 2020 to August 2021)

After consideration by the District Sabbaticals Group Peter has
been given the necessary permission in these exceptional

circumstances.

THANKS

I would like to say a very sincere thank you for all the prayers,
cards, letters and flowers received during such a difficult time

and to those who attended Roy’s funeral. The support from the
church family has been very helpful and much appreciated by

myself and the family.

Very best wishes

Mary Powell
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Church Anniversary Weekend March 7th/ 8th

I know it is only a month ago but with all that is going on around the world
at the moment it seems a life time ago!

We felt it was still a good idea to remind ourselves of what a lovely
weekend we had.

The Saturday morning saw more people than anticipated , bringing their
Gift Day donations.
Our worship on Sunday was a very special occasion led by Mrs Sandra
Wylie,  who many of us know very well. Good to have David sharing with
us and helping us build our Cairn. Quite moving seeing our congregation
placing their stone to form a Cairn. It is still there as a reminder that we
are all together , an intricate and important part of God’s wonderful world.

Sandra did a brilliant job of linking the Anniversary, including giving us an
excellent short history lesson on Methodism in Newbury. She told us that
the building is there as a reminder of all who have encountered God there
and a way of keeping the memory alive of all who are no longer with us.

She linked the Lenten readings well by talking about Jesus encountering
God during his time in isolation. She challenged us to encounter God
wherever we are. Quite appropriate challenge during these uncertain
times.

It was good to have nearly 40 sharing in Our Anniversary Lunch, which
Peter was also able share with us.

Some of us then went to Thatcham for the discussion afternoon on
Marriage and Relationships. A very full and blessed weekend.  Things
were already starting to change as we weren’t allowed to hug or shake
hands.

Our prayer is that even though we are not meeting in our building we are
still The Church sharing the good news and love of Christ in different
ways.

This being our Gift Day Weekend to date we have received  £3,864
towards our Kitchen Refit, Wesley Hall Floor and Electrical & Safety Work.

Many many thanks to you all.
                Doris
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Church Anniversary
Sunday March 8th

Church Finances
If you give regularly through the envelope scheme it may well be difficult
for you to obtain cash and as we are currently unable to Worship at
Church, we won’t be able to collect envelopes.  If you can please
consider setting up a standing order with your bank to allow regular
giving to take place.

The bank details required are on the Standing Order (next page)

 If you need help to do this or would prefer to send a cheque please
contact Jeanette Smith our Treasurer at
treasurer@newburymethodistchurch.org.uk.

Gift Day

Many thanks to everyone for their donations, to date we have raised an
amazing £3,864 towards the Kitchen & Hall Refurbishment project. We
will get donation forms out to all those that need to complete one as soon
as possible.  The project will be live with The Good Exchange shortly for
anyone who wishes to make an online donation.
                Jeanette

mailto:treasurer@newburymethodistchurch.org.uk.
mailto:treasurer@newburymethodistchurch.org.uk.
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Sid sent us these photos from the cab
of his new tractor.
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Daffodils in Marion Holder’s garden in Leckhampsted
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Christian News and Worship Services on TV, Radio and Internet

TV
Songs of praise – BBC1 usually 1.15pm on Sunday

TBN UK Freeview channel 65 or Sky 582 (some older TVs may no
longer be able to receive this channel).  You need to be selective on
which programmes to watch - if you don’t find something that suites
your worship style try a different time.

Radio
BBC Radio 4  – Sunday worship 8.10am.
 – Daily Service 9.45am (Long wave 1500m only)

 or on digital radio.
BBC Radio 3  – Choral evensong 3.30pm on Wednesday

 repeated 3pm on Sunday.

BBC Radio 2  Sunday 7am-9am – music, chat and faith topics
      (some Christian)

BBC Radio Wales (Medium wave 882m)  – Celebration service
   7.30am Sunday

  – ‘All things considered’
  8.05am Sunday

BBC Radio Berkshire (FM or digital only)  – Sunday 7-9 am Sunday
  topical religious content
 (not all Christian)

All of the above available on BBC Sounds or iPlayer for 28 days after
broadcast if you have access to those services on a laptop, tablet,
smartphone or TV.

If you have such a device but don’t know how to access these we can
probably help you.
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Morning prayers
Methodist churches are sharing weekday morning prayers online:

09:00 Wesley House, Cambridge

www.facebook.com/wesleycambridge.

(Resources for the prayers and readings are available here)

10:00 Wesley’s Chapel, London

www.youtube.com/channel/UCUAUqhmhevz5sqhh72LIMxA

Websites and Social Media
Newbury Methodist Church www.newburymethodistchurch.org.uk/
Kennet and Test Valley Circuit www.kennet-and-test-
valleymethodist.org.uk/
Methodist Church www.methodist.org.uk/

The Methodist Church website has suggestions for devotions, videos,
study material and there may be the live streaming of services in the
future.
Facebook groups: Methodists Online - details of good news stories,
live streamed worship

Passion Monologues
Filmed in isolation in the actors' own homes, these Passion Monologues are
provided by a small Christian theatre and arts company, LAMPS, founded
and led by a former Youth Worker who worked with me at one of the
Methodist Churches where I served. The monologues cover the key events
of Holy Week from the points of view of Mary Magdalene,
Simon Peter and a young centurion called Marcus and are extracts
from LAMPS’ full production of The Passion. They can be accessed
via the following link
The introduction to the series and the first two speeches are available
now; the others will be uploaded one a day from Palm Sunday
through to Easter Day.

www.facebook.com/wesleycambridge. 
www.youtube.com/channel/UCUAUqhmhevz5sqhh72LIMxA
www.newburymethodistchurch.org.uk/
www.kennet-and-test-valleymethodist.org.uk/
www.kennet-and-test-valleymethodist.org.uk/
www.kennet-and-test-valleymethodist.org.uk/
www.methodist.org.uk/
www.methodist.org.uk/
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Young People and Children First is a local charity providing
supported housing for 16-25 year old care leavers and homeless
in West Berkshire.  Dedicated support workers help Young People
bridge the gap between leaving care and independent living.
The Charity currently provides two family sized houses in
Thatcham supporting seven Young People.  They are planning to
acquire a third house by the end of the year.
All their Young People have experienced some sort of trauma in
their early life and many suffer from mental health issues.
During this challenging time with Coronavirus, their support
workers continue to provide 24 hour support to the Young People,
along with their Support Manager, Rachel Wallace and their
CEO.
For more details of this wonderful local charity, please visit the
website www.youngpeopleandchildrenfirst.org.uk.

Rachel, who is known to many of you,  has recently taken up the
post of Support Manager with “Young People and Children First”
and like all charities is dependent on charitable giving.

They are, of course, in need of support in a number of ways to
enable them to continue supporting local Young People who have
left Foster Care for Independent living. Over the coming months
we will be looking at ways to support the charity to achieve its’
aims.
                David

www.youngpeopleandchildrenfirst.org.uk
www.youngpeopleandchildrenfirst.org.uk
www.youngpeopleandchildrenfirst.org.uk
www.youngpeopleand childrenfirst.org.uk


NMC April 2020 Newsletter Page 14

At such a time as this, when so many are fearful and there is great
uncertainty, we are reminded of our dependence on our loving Heavenly
Father and the future that he holds.

Whether you are continuing to worship as congregations or not, we have the
great privilege and freedom to be able to call upon God, wherever we are,
individually and corporately, for healing in our nation.
We would pray for all in leadership at this time, making decisions about the
containment of the COVID-19 virus, for those working in health and social
care, and especially for the most vulnerable, whether elderly or those with
underlying health conditions.

There are already stories being told of wonderful acts of kindness across
neighbourhoods. Alongside your prayers, take the opportunity to telephone
or email someone who is isolated, buy some additional food for your local
foodbank, or offer to deliver shopping for an elderly neighbour.
We may not be able to touch physically, but we can make connections in so
many other ways.

In the meantime, do please attend to all the government health advice that
will be issued, and look out for resources from your specific church
governing bodies.
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This call to prayer and action comes on Mothering Sunday: a time of
thankfulness, remembering especially mothers who have served us, often
in very costly ways. It was also a very mixed day for many. For some the
remembrance is painful, and for others Mothering Sunday is a reminder of
disappointment or loss. In many ways, this period under the shadow of the
coronavirus will be prompting similarly diverse reactions and so it seems
especially appropriate that the call to prayer is made .
“Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you” 1 Peter 5:7

 Presidents of Churches Together in England

Archbishop Justin Welby, The Archbishop of Canterbury
Cardinal Vincent Nichols, The Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster
Revd Dr Hugh Osgood, The Free Churches Moderator
Archbishop Angaelos of London, CTE President for the Orthodox
Churches
Pastor Agu Irukwu, CTE Pentecostal President
http://www.cte.org.uk/calltoprayer

Dear friends,

As you know, in response to the Coronavirus pandemic, Shoemakers
café closed on 14 March, with the bookshop following after the
lockdown announced on 23 March.  Sadly, in order to survive this
unprecedented situation, we have had to put our paid staff into furlough
(in order to take advantage of the government’s job retention scheme)

The practical upshot is that as of Monday 6 April, all Shoemakers
activity will cease temporarily (including our website) until such time as
we are permitted to open again. Thank you all so much for your on-
going support – obviously we need it more than ever during these
testing times.
Please pray that we will weather this challenge, that our staff, trustees
and volunteers stay safe and that we all emerge ready to serve the
communities of Newbury and Thatcham again
God bless,
        Steve and the trustees of Shoemakers.

http://www.cte.org.uk/calltoprayer
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A Little Lateral Thinking

1 A woman has three daughters who in turn , each have three
 daughters. If they all get together how many pairs of sisters
 are present?

2 A father has three daughters all born on 3rd May 1968. They are
 not, however, triplets. Explain.

3 How many times can you subtract 3 from 39?

4 Why is Ireland different from Scotland, England, Wales &
 France?

5 I had to meet an Australian, an American and a South African at
 the Airport. One of them was called Bruce and I identified him
 immediately, despite never having met any of them before. How?

6 Egg, Fish, Foundation, Bet. Which is the odd one out?

7 Sheriff Tom Jones rode into town on Friday, stayed three
 nights and left early on Sunday morning. Explain.

8 HOROBOD is a clue to the identity of a famous historical figure.
 Who is it?

9 Can you guess the next letter in this series?   CYGTNLIT

10 In a certain family, each girl has as many sisters as brothers,
 but each boy has twice as many sisters as brothers. How many
 children are there?

Answers in next newsletter
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My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ
Over the past 2 weeks I have been participating in the Morning Prayers
streamed by Cliff College via Zoom at 8:45 Monday to Friday. In this time of
isolation it is a joy to be linked to a praying community + friends throughout the
UK including Northern Ireland. I was somehow led yesterday to create a
Prayer Station focussing upon the hope we receive from Easter (yes, I know
we are not there yet but we need to face the future hope given to us in the
Resurrection) .
 This morning we were challenged to enter each room of our home in a Prayer
Walk, praying for those we associated with such a room.
I have now sat to pen some of my thoughts which I hope you don’t mind but
wanted to share with you. Use them or discard as you wish; however, I just
wanted to be in touch with you all and our Circuit to say you are continually
thought about and you and yours held close to me.

May the love of God uplift you,
May the peace of God free you,
May the fragrance of God flood you,
May the embrace of God sustain you,
May the promise of God lead you,
May the call of God speak into you deeply,
May the hospitality of God bring you welcome,
May the comfort of God nurture you
And the blessing of God,
Father, Son, Holy Spirit,
Embody you with every blessing and hope
Right now and in the days to come.

Blessings to you all.
Yours in the love of Christ

Christine Thomas



NMC April 2020 Newsletter Page 18

Hi everyone,
I hope you are all staying safe and well.
I wanted to write and let you know how the Foodbank is
changing the way it operates so that we can continue to feed
people in need.
Our Foodbank Centres closed last week and food parcels are
now being made up at our Greenham Business Business Park
warehouse ready for delivery to clients. This has been a
massive operation because it has involved moving all the stock
into a larger unit and setting up all the technical aspects of this.
The closure of many of our permanent collection points in
churches will have a big impact on our stock levels*. The
supermarket boxes are still in place and we will continue to pick
up donations regularly from them.
Already the number of people fed has increased massively so if
you are able to encourage people you are in contact with to
donate if they can,  we would be very grateful.
Kind regards
Sue

Sue Stevenson
Collections Manager
West Berks Foodbank

* See List on Next Page
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As at 8th April 2020

Urgently needed
Deodorants
Shampoo
Shower gel
Fray Bentos tinned pie
Long-Life Milk (UHT)
Instant Coffee
Tinned vegetables
Tinned Fruit
Sponge Puddings

Low on Stock
Fruit Juice (long life) not chilled
Confectionery
Tinned Tomatoes
Baby Wipes
Washing Up Liquid
Toothpaste
Toilet Rolls

Well Stocked

Please, No Pasta
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We thought we'd walk to blow the blues
As the sun was shining stronger
Not far - to get us moving
Can't stay in any longer
We chose a little country path
The sunshine it was warm
And nature looked all fresh and bright In green of every form
Celandines and dandelions yellow faces to the sun
And in the hedgerow margins even bluebells have begun
Then suddenly and something moved and fluttered on nearby
Is it - was it - it surely was - a peacock butterfly!
Before, we'd seen a brimstone on sulfur yellow wings
How wonderful is nature in all these little things.
We looked around and upwards to see the beautiful blue sky
And then behind us heard anew a distant yaffle cry.
A robin in the hedgerow sang music to his wife
Why can't we all just learn from him to lead a simpler life?
We saw the lords and ladies : the lilies of the field
Their beautiful broad and shiny leaves are all they really need
We felt that Someone's telling us, have hope and love and prayer
For nature will always be beautiful in this and every year

Nature Walk- A Poem by Martin Letts – Swanmore Methodist Church
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We are so excited to announce the launch of Spring Harvest
Home, available online via YouTube from April 13th to 17th. We
are all disappointed that we can’t join together as one Spring
Harvest family this year, but the team here have been working
really hard to adapt and deliver the heart of Spring Harvest…
direct to your living room!

We are using all our social media channels to send out more
information as the week gets closer, so 'Like' us on Facebook
and 'Follow' us on Twitter and Instagram!

Spring Harvest Website click here

https://www.facebook.com/springharvest/

https://twitter.com/springharvest

https://www.instagram.com/springharvest

https://springharvest.org/spring-harvest-home/
https://www.facebook.com/springharvest/
https://twitter.com/springharvest
https://www.instagram.com/springharvest
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HELLO EVERYBODY,

With everyone spending more time at home, music and the arts are
more important than ever.  I have always believed that music can
empower people, so this to me seems like the perfect opportunity for
people to explore their creativity. After all, home is where the music is!

             ANDREW LLOYD WEBBER

THE SHOWS MUST GO ON

Stream Jesus Christ Superstar this Good Friday at 7pm BST on The
Shows Must Go On YouTube channel! It will be available for 48 hours,
so you can tune in whenever you like over the weekend!
Subscribe now and watch some of the best loved Andrew Lloyd Webber
musicals FREE for the next seven weeks.

LISTEN WITH ANDREW

Whilst we are all spending more time at
home, give yourself that feel-good feeling
with Andrew Lloyd Webber's Motivation
Playlist, filled with positive hits from all of his
musicals.

LISTEN ON SPOTIFY

If you enjoy Musicals by
Andrew Lloyd Webber
then this is a must for you

https://mail.andrewlloydwebber.com/5KZ3-W92-811N0-F398-1/c.aspx
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Les Jardins des Arts
Space to reflect

Daily Meditations for Holy Week 2020

28 Mar 2020 Bob & Sue Whorton
We will be offering simple meditations, From Death to Life, during Holy Week
and Easter on YouTube. On Good Friday, we will offer a traditional time of
prayer from 12 – 3.0 using the words from the Cross at each half hour, with
hymns provided by Simon Freeman. You will be able to find them, starting on
Monday 6th April, on the YouTube site Les Jardins des Arts Hanc –
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLC_UZAzlqlqkbrs7mhWnMK_1k
vJu1KV8u

Notes for Holy Week: Monday – Spiralling

In these strange days of the Covid-19 virus, it can sometimes seem that the
world is spiralling out of control. But another sort of spiral in this Holy Week
could move from death to life. The meditation we offer today is with paper and
pens, paints or pastels – and the only real ‘rule’ is to start in the centre of the
page and spiral outwards in whatever way seems right. It might be that you
want to do a spiral of thanks and prayer for those who brought you into the
world, those close to you, those in healthcare at the moment, reaching out to
the whole world. Or you might spiral out with the timeline of your life, starting
with your birth and ending with the present moment – pausing to write down
people and places, and offering what emerges on the paper. Or you might
wish to do a spiral expressing something in your soul today. The point is not to
make a beautiful picture, but to put marks on the paper in a way which seems

An example of spiralling

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLC_UZAzlqlqkbrs7mhWnMK_1kvJu1KV8u
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLC_UZAzlqlqkbrs7mhWnMK_1kvJu1KV8u
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Notes for Holy Week: Tuesday – Reflecting with Small Objects

I first came across the use of small objects for reflection in pastoral
supervision. It is a ‘projective’ technique in which you project onto an object
a particular meaning. The invitation to you in this Holy Week is to collect
some everyday objects – they could be small toys, kitchen utensils,
stationery, jewellery or anything lying around. Some coloured cloths can be
helpful too. Find a quiet spot and work out what you wish to explore. The
question could be simply, ‘how am I really at this moment in time, and what
do I need?’ Pick a cloth and lay it on a table. Look through your objects and,
without thinking too much, start placing objects slowly on the cloth. When
you have done all you need to do, review what you have shown. Stay with it
for a while. Getting in touch with your inner world like this can be a prayerful
exercise for many. You can then put the objects away, taking a photo before
doing so if you wish, or leave the objects there and adding to them during
the week. If others live with you make sure they respect this precious space.

Using small objects in a
prayerful way

Notes for Holy Week: Wednesday – Walking the Labyrinth

A labyrinth consists of a single pathway which you follow to the centre and
then back out again. In a maze you can get lost and come up against a
dead-end, but a labyrinth takes you on a journey where the path is clear. It
has been described as a metaphor for life with all its twists and turns: the
labyrinth can take you into the centre of yourself, or to the centre which
many name as God. It can be used by those of faith and those with no faith.
The earliest labyrinths are thousands of years old, and the classical 7 ring
design has been found on pottery, parchments, clay tablets and rocks. In the
Middle Ages, when Christians could no longer go on pilgrimage to
Jerusalem and other holy sites, because of the Crusades and plague, a
more complex labyrinth design was built into the floors of some of the great
cathedrals in Europe.
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The Chartres labyrinth is a very good example of this. In the last century there
was a resurgence of interest in the labyrinth as a way of finding inner peace.
A common way of walking the labyrinth was developed: a) Pause at the
entrance. Become aware, offer the journey b) walk in to the centre ‘Releasing’
what needs to be released within you c) at the centre ‘Receive’ the gift which
waits for you d) Follow the same path out – ‘ Return’ with your gift e) Pause
on leaving the labyrinth and give thanks. Of course, you can use the journey
in many different ways.

The Labyrinth in this Time of Covid-19

As well as offering a virtual labyrinth
walk in our orchard labyrinth (which
was created by a group of us out of
local stone on March 30th 2019 when
we thought Brexit was about to
happen), it is possible to create a
labyrinth design on paper which you

Creating your own finger labyrinth

Notes for Holy Week – Maundy Thursday

You may simply want to stay with the YouTube images today and see
where they lead you. But if you would like to do something yourself,
you could take a bowl of water, or go to a wash-basin, and, as you
wash your hands, intentionally connect with/pray for those struggling
with the effects of the Covid-19 virus at the moment. Then connect
with/pray for those on the front line, and every line, who are offering
service at the moment.
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Can you imagine having to face Coronavirus without access to running
water and soap? In cramped and unhygienic conditions, where social
distancing simply isn’t possible?

This is the reality facing people living in some of the world’s poorest
communities right now. All We Can and the Methodist Church in Britain
have launched an Emergency Coronavirus Appeal, to help equip
vulnerable communities across the globe to combat Coronavirus
(COVID-19).

For communities with weaker healthcare systems, or who lack access to
clean water and handwashing facilities, the impact of Coronavirus will
be catastrophic. That’s why we’re asking: please do all that you can to
help save lives today.

All We Can and the Methodist Church in Britain are responding across
the globe, enabling vulnerable communities to access the support they
need. We are working to maintain essential health services, deliver soap
and hygiene items, and provide vital community healthcare education to
Rohingya refugees living in the camps of Cox’s Bazar in Bangladesh; in
Cameroon, internally displaced families are being provided with vital
hand sanitiser to help protect themselves from the virus; and in Uganda,
families who have no means of accessing markets following the banning
of public transport by the Ugandan government are being lent regularly
sanitised bicycles.

https://allwecan.org.uk/coronavirus?awt_a=psTo&awt_l=DTtbh&awt_m=hqXndVahKdfS2To
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All We Can and the Methodist Church in Britain have already begun
responding by providing essential grants to help churches overseas
meet the challenges posed by Coronavirus, as well as providing staff on
the frontline of Maua Methodist Hospital in Kenya with essential personal
protective equipment. Anything that you give today with help us do more
of this vital work.

We know that many people are facing financially difficult situations at this
time – and so we are only asking you to donate if you able to. Any gift,
no matter how small, will help equip vulnerable communities to face
Coronavirus.

 Pray. Give. Save Lives
Thank you.

Graeme Hodge

Chief Executive

Donate online at:

https://www.allwecan.org.uk/coronavirus/?awt_a=psTo&awt_l=DTtbh&a
wt_m=hqXndVahKdfS2To

Other ways to donate

To donate over the phone, please call our friendly Supporter Care team
on 020 7467 5132.

Prayer

Please pray for families who have lost loved ones to this pandemic, as
well as all affected communities, governments and leaders as they
prepare to face Coronavirus and protect the most vulnerable. You may
wish to use our devotional resources to inspire your thoughts or gather
with us on our social media channels at 1.17pm every day for a moment
of encouragement.

All We Can is the operating name of
The Methodist Relief and Development

Fund

https://allwecan.org.uk/coronavirus?awt_a=psTo&awt_l=DTtbh&awt_m=hqXndVahKdfS2To
https://www.allwecan.org.uk/coronavirus/?awt_a=psTo&awt_l=DTtbh&awt_m=hqXndVahKdfS2To
https://www.allwecan.org.uk/coronavirus/?awt_a=psTo&awt_l=DTtbh&awt_m=hqXndVahKdfS2To
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3 Apr  - Thought for the day - NT Wright
I said to someone recently that this is like a strange sort of Lent. We’re giving
up all sorts of things- not just chocolate or whisky- and we're taking up all kind
of new behaviours and habits. The problem is that we do not know if or when
there will be a Good Friday moment, let alone an Easter Sunday moment. That
is really scary. All sorts of things we take for granted have been put on ice and
everything else we do is coloured by this new reality.

This reality, however, is not unusual. We have forgotten that plagues, like
famines and earthquakes, are simply part of how the world is. Quite frequently
in the ancient world, a plague would strike a city or a whole region. Post-
Enlightenment, we have got used to thinking that there’s probably a pill for
anything that goes wrong and that somebody is responsible for making sure we
get better soon. Most of history has not been like that. And for most of history,
that has not been seen as a problem by Christians.

The evidence from the second, third and fourth centuries is that when a plague
hit a city, Christians took this as a call to look after people. In contrast to the
pagan doctors, Christian doctors would stay and look after people. In fact, this
unusual behaviour was the reason that many people became Christians.  (Of
course, following public health guidance remains important. After all, the
medics in the early church were seeking to do the best science, alongside
prayer. It is not an either/or!)

These early Christians knew that God had already launched his kingdom on
earth, with the resurrection and ascension of Jesus and the gift of the Spirit but
that the battle continues. Every aspect of death, whether the sin that leads to
death or the death that comes from sickness, is a sneer in the face of God. We
trust that God will not forever be mocked by that sneer.

The God we see in Jesus is a God who takes the very worst thing that can
happen and transforms it into something extraordinary, good, and loving and
creative. In Christ’s death, God takes all the brokenness of the world and holds
on to it in his love in order to rescue and mend his world.
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The Gospel is rooted in God’s promise to put everything right at last.
Believing in the Gospel is believing that something has happened in Jesus,
as a result of which the world is a different place, even though sin remains
for now. In the Spirit, we are called to live in that overlap of the ages. That is
what we are called to, not to cheap theories as to what God must be doing in
crisis.

The Christian response is not to grasp for theodicy. Instead we lament the
brokenness of a world not yet reconciled to its creator. We stand in the
tension between the ages. And God stands with us. The Spirit grieves within
us. It is in this place that we can become shrines of his presence. Perhaps,
this is how God will bring good things out of this crisis, even if we cannot
begin to second-guess what they might be

Tom Wright is a senior research fellow at Wycliffe Hall, Oxford. These
reflections on the Coronavirus are further explored on a recent episode of
Premier Christian Radio’s ‘Ask NT Wright Anything’ podcast.

His online courses are available at http://www.ntwrightonline.org.

Christian Aid Quiz 2020

This year’s quiz night and supper had initially been booked  for
Saturday May 23rd which is two Saturdays later than our usual day,
Saturday 9th May at the start of Christian Aid Week. This year  the VE
Day Celebrations Weekend is planned for 8th -10th May, hence the
reason we changed the date.

That weekend of course has now changed and so I plan to run a
virtual Christian Aid Quiz , if there is enough interest, on Saturday
16th May (end of Christian Aid Week.)

If you are interested in entering can you please let me know.

Please Email me on david@newburymethodistchurch.org.uk if you
would be interested.
           Thank you,
            David

http://www.ntwrightonline.org
mailto:David@newburymethodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:david@newburymethodistchurch.org.uk


NMC April 2020 Newsletter Page 31

May 2020 Newsletter
Please send your articles to me by

25thApril 2020
Email to
newsletter@newburymethodistchurch.org.uk

Contact details:
Rev Peter Bennett-
Email : minister@newburymethodistchurch.org.uk
Senior Steward
Email : steward@newburymethodistchurch.org.uk
Other Email addresses can be found on our website.

On our Website
You can now read the current and previous newsletters on
our website at:

www.newburymethodistchurch.org.uk/newsletter

             Also look for us on Facebook

Look forward to hearing from you.

David

mailto:newsletter@newburymethodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:minister@newburymethodistchurch.org.uk
mailto:steward@newburymethodistchurch.org.uk
www.newburymethodistchurch.org.uk/newsletter
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