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Roy Powell
We are sorry to inform you that Roy died on Monday 20th

January in Royal Berks Hospital.

Please remember Mary, Sarah and Andrew in your
prayers.

There is to be a private cremation at West Berkshire
Crematorium at 10am on Monday 17th February followed
by a service of thanksgiving at 2.30pm in our Church.
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Linked by a book

It is no secret that I like to browse in second-hand bookshops or in the
book section of the charity shops.  Most of the time I am trying to
resist the temptation to buy another book which will, as I may from
time to time rightly be reminded, languish on the shelf with the other
as yet unread books.

I think you can tell quite a lot about people by asking them to answer
the question, what would heaven look like for you?  What would it
contain and what would be banned from it?  Imagining such a place
may result in heaven for you but something more hellish for someone
else.  Try this with a friend and see where you get to.  For me,
second-hand bookshops and libraries with endless shelves of books
would definitely feature.

One of the joys of the second-hand bookshop is discovering
something that links you to a previous owner of a book.  It may be a
letter or envelope used as a bookmark.  It may be a bookplate or
inscription stating to whom, why and when the book was given.  I
found such a bookplate in an edition of Robert Burns’ poems recently.
I learned its first recipient was given it as a prize for attendance and
good conduct while studying at Peterborough County Girls’ School in
1922.  That gave me more opportunities for wondering, about the girl
who received the prize, the hands that reached out to take hold of it
for the first time in those distant days.  How did she feel?  Did she
treasure her book?  How much did she read it?  What became of her?
Holding the book for a moment I felt connected to this girl growing up
just after the First World War in Peterborough.  I get a similar feeling
sometimes when in church aware we are linked to a long chain of
those who have worshipped God – what the writer to the Hebrews
calls ‘a great cloud of witnesses’.  We never worship alone because
those who lived and worshipped Jesus and are now part of that cloud
of witnesses, the church triumphant, are still praising God; that is
when they are not browsing heavenly bookshops and libraries which
are sure to be there!

                Peter
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Lent Course

There will be an opportunity to explore and learn together over 5
evenings in Lent this year.  The course will be entitled ‘On the third
day’ and will help us to explore the resurrection, the heart of the
Christian faith.

The 5 sessions will be held at Newbury Methodist Church as follows:

Wednesday 4th March Have I got news for you! – Evidence for the
resurrection.

Wednesday 18th March So what? – The implications of the
resurrection for our beliefs.

Wednesday 25th March ‘Let Him Easter in us’ – Personal
discipleship in the light of the resurrection.

Wednesday 1st April  Celebrating and praying Easter – Prayer
and worship as a result of the resurrection.

Wednesday 8th April  A risen Church – How might the
resurrection affect our life together?

Please note there is no meeting on the 11th March.

Each session will begin at 7.30pm and finish by 9pm and will consist
of a mixture of Bible exploration, audio contributions from some
leading Bible thinkers and conversation as we learn from one another.
Whether you are a regular member of a prayer or Bible study group or
not why not book the date and commit to come.  Rosie Greenhalgh
and I will be sharing the leadership of the sessions.

There is no need to book but if you are planning on coming it would be
helpful if you could let me know please so I know how much space we
need.  Please also let me know if you need transport.

Peter
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Gift Day Saturday 7th March - as we have done in the past on
Anniversary Weekends, will be holding our Gift Day on
Saturday 7th March when we will be raising money to update
the Kitchen  and also to have the floor relayed in Wesley Hall.

Full details will appear in March Newsletter.

after our
Anniversary Service which this year will be led by Sandra
Wylie,who some of you will know from when Sandra was a
member at our church and Local Preacher in our Circuit.

Church Giving

Next month, I will be distributing the gift envelopes for the new financial
year (which starts on April 6th). The use of these envelopes is helpful to
the church whether the person concerned is a taxpayer or not, and I would
encourage everyone to use them if possible, even if their attendance at
services is irregular.

Those who already use the envelopes should receive a supply for the new
year automatically. If you do not currently use them but would like to do
so, now is the ideal time to say so. To obtain your own supply, please
contact me in person at church, by phone (01635 38990) or by e-mail at
petergeorge@ntlworld.com .

If you would prefer to make regular donations by bank standing order,
that can be arranged too. Please just ask me for the necessary form to
instruct your own bank.

Please speak to me if anything is unclear or if you have any queries about
this subject. Your contributions are vital to the ongoing life of the church!

Peter George
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In past years many of you have supported Christian Aid during Lent by taking a
list of things to give thanks for and making a small donation each day.  A ‘Count
Your Blessings’ booklet for this year should be available by Sunday 23rd
February.  Please let Rosie know if you would like to take part in this Lent Appeal
.
Downe House School are giving an evening concert in St John’s Church at 7pm
on Sunday 8th March.  In previous years the music has been of a high standard;
it is good to see what young people can achieve. Free entry with a retiring
collection for Christian Aid.
               Rosie Greenhalgh

Worship and Prayer for the New Year – Sunday 2nd
February at 7pm in the church

 Why not start off the New Year by joining with friends
from Bridge Church in contemporary worship and
prayer?  The service will provide a relaxed and
informal opportunity to worship together and to pray for
ourselves, for our churches and for the town.  I trust it
will also enable us to meet new friends and see how
we might support and learn from one another.

We are planning to meet at the same time on the first
Sunday evening of the month and see where God
leads us.

I hope to see you there.

Peter
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Relating well…
Scrolling through my Twitter feed recently (if you are unfamiliar
with this idea, please ask a young person), I came across this
excerpt from Quaker Faith & Practice:

“One of the unexpected things I have learnt in my life
as a Quaker is that religion is basically about
relationships between people. This was an unexpected
discovery, because I had been brought up to believe
that religion was essentially about our relationship with
God…
… I do not think I am alone in my certainty that it’s in
my relationships with people that the deepest religious
truths are most vividly disclosed…”

George Gorman 1982
As we begin to prepare for the Circuit consultations on the report
to Conference called “God In Love Unites Us”, it seemed a timely
passage on which to reflect. All members across the Circuit will
have received (or will shortly be receiving) an invitation to come
and confer together on some very significant changes to the public
image and practice of the Methodist Church.

These changes are about whether the time is right to change the
Methodist Church’s view and teaching about how to relate well to
each other as human beings – with a particular emphasis on a
commitment to live in relationships which are built on self-giving
love, commitment, fidelity, loyalty, honesty, mutual respect,
equality and the desire for the mutual flourishing of the people
involved. Secondly, to recognise the reality of cohabitation, but to
point to the presence of God’s love within such relationships, and
to encourage people to respond to it in the renewing and deepening
(by whatever means) of their commitment.
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The third part of the conferring concerns whether the time is
right to amend the Methodist Church’s understanding of marriage
to include and celebrate marriage between two people of the
same sex as well as between two people of mixed sex. Were this
significant change to be agreed, there would then need to be
changes to the current practice regarding marriage such that the
Methodist Church would be asked to consent in principle to the
marriage of same-sex couples on Methodist premises throughout
the Connexion and by Methodist ministers, probationers or
members in so far as the law of the relevant jurisdiction permits
or requires and subject to compliance with such further
requirements, if any, as that law imposes. Individual Church
Councils would then decide whether they wished to change their
local practice.

Given that none of us can fully know the mind of God, the need to
relate well with our sisters and brothers whatever they may feel
about these proposals is of paramount importance. I believe that
the words with which I began offer us both challenge and
encouragement as we confer together, for however deep our
personal relationship is with God, it is in how we treat our fellow
human beings, especially when we disagree, that our ability to
display the fruits of the Spirit is most clearly shown.

Peace, Rachel.
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Day of Refreshment – keep the date.

We are planning to hold a day when we can gather
together for spiritual refreshment in preparation for
Easter.
This will be on Saturday March 28th from 10am to 4pm
and will be held at Silchester Methodist church about 25
minutes or so from Newbury.

The day will include time to be quiet, to listen to God and
to share thoughts together. Whether you have been to a
day like this before or not please consider coming along
to this time.

A simple lunch will be provided as well as transport if you
need it. If you are interested or have any questions please
have a word with one of us.

There is a notice in hall for you to sign if you would like to
come.

 Peter,Val and Muriel

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the collections taken at our
Carol Service and Christmas Day Service.

 has been sent to Action for Children.
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AV Screens in Church
The long awaited screens appeared in time for Sunday 19th Service led by Jeff
Britt . We are in the initial stages of getting used to a slightly different view but

if you have any comments, suggestions or requests  which you feel would
enhance our services and their use please let us know.

Thank you to everyone who assisted in not parking in the car park whilst the
installation was being carried out and also our thanks to Ascensia who

allowed us use of their car parking spaces when necessary.

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 2020
(formerly known as the Women's World of Prayer)

Friday 6th March
‘Rise, take your mat and walk’

Newbury's service will be held at

ST. NICOLAS CHURCH

at 10.30am

Women of Zimbabwe have prepared this year's service
and they encourage us all to reflect on the difficulties
and unrest that have plagued their country over many
years. They share the challenges they have met and

the hopes they have for the future.

All are welcome ~ men, women and children.
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My name is Rev. Pat Willis and I am the Senior Waterways Chaplin for
the Kennet and Avon Canal.

Waterways Chaplaincy is an ecumenical charity reaching out to all canal
users.

At this time we are desperately trying to increase our numbers of
Chaplains generally but especially on the Kennet and Avon Canal, as
this canal is one of two canals with the largest numbers of live-aboard
boaters.

Our focus is to proactively reach out to people in need on the rivers and
canals we especially support an increasing number of boaters who are in
need with many issues.

We work with local Churches to take Church out to the community.

I have enclosed a poster for a day in February when we are holding a
study day at Shaw Church if you were able to advertise this in your
Church I would be very grateful. Do please feel free to contact me if you
would like any more information or if you would like me to come and talk
to your Church about the Waterways Chaplaincy.

Our vision is to be a catalyst in the waterways communities to bring
about short and long term personal transformation – emotionally,
mentally and spiritually.

Yours Sincerely

Pat Willis

Senior Waterways Chaplain
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Sunday Roast dates for 2020

February 9th
March 29th (Change of date)
May 31st
June 28th
July 26th
August 23rd
September 13th
October 11th
November 22nd
December 13th.

All are very welcome to
join us at 12.30pm for good
food and fellowship at The
British Legion.

Doris

Saturday Coffee Rota
There are still some vacant dates available on this quarters
rota.

 Saturday 15th February, 29th February, 14th March

If you would like to book one of the vacant dates please do so
as soon as possible.
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Newbury Family Counselling Service

2 course Lunch held in Wesley Hall  every other month
 commencing at 12.15pm in a relaxed environment. Profits go
 to support the Family Counselling Service which is an
 independent charity based at our church. Pre-booking of
 lunch is preferred - menu slips are usually available 2 - 3
 weekends before the lunch date to book your choice.

This years lunch dates are :
    4th April (Please note change of date from 28th March)
          30th  May
          25th July
        Provisional 26th  September but maybe altered to
               3rd October
  Provisional 5th December –

J.O.Y dates for 2020

18th February - Speaker Evening
21st April - Activity Evening

23rd June - Summer Meal
18th August - BBQ

20th October - Speaker Evening
15th December Christmas Meal

Any requests or suggestions please let me know.
All ladies and friends welcome.

Book the dates now in your diary.

               Doris
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February 7th   Being creative for both groups
       7pm-8.30pm & 8.30- 10.00pm

February 14th   7.30pm - 9pm   Friday Church-Theme “Love and
Care”
       All together

February 21st    No Club - Half Term

February 28th   Pancakes for both groups
       7pm-8.30pm & 8.30- 10.00pm

March 6th    St David and all things Welsh (Food and games)
both        groups -7pm-8.30pm & 8.30- 10.00pm

March 13th    Cooking together for both groups
       7pm-8.30pm & 8.30- 10.00pm

March 20th   No Club
March 21st (Saturday) 3.30-5pm  Celebration of Mums with afternoon
tea.

March 27th    Games Evening for both groups
       7pm-8.30pm & 8.30- 10.00pm

April 3rd    Easter Celebrations



NMC February Newsletter Page 17

January update on currents needs
at West Berks Foodbank

(As at 17/01/2020)

Urgently Needed
Beef Stock Cubes
Chilli Con Carne (Packet)

Low in Stock
Please continue to donate some basic foods from
our list. Thank you for your generous giving in
2019

Well Stocked
Please, no Pasta, Beans or Soup

Thank you.
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CROMWELL SINGERS CONCERT

The Cromwell Singers will be giving a spring concert in our
church on Sunday 29th March at 3pm. No advance tickets
will be sold but there will be a retiring collection on the day
to be shared between the choir and the church.
Refreshments will be available afterwards in Wesley Hall.

The choir has firm roots in Methodism in Newbury through
founder members Stan and Edith Kirk, whom many will
remember fondly. Previous concerts have been very
enjoyable.

Further details will be published shortly but please make a
note of the date now. Your support on the day would be
much appreciated.
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Prayer Breakfast Calendar for 2020

FEBRUARY 8th – St Nics Church

MARCH 14th – KCC

APRIL 11th   – No meeting (Easter)

MAY 9th   – Jesus Disciple Centre Church

JUNE 13th – Glendale Church

JULY 11th – St Mary Shaw

AUGUST – NO MEETING

SEPTEMBER 12th   Methodist Church

OCTOBER 10th – Bridge Church

NOVEMBER 14th – TBC

DECEMBER   – NO MEETING

The Gathering / AGM:
is on Sunday 23rd  February 2020 at  6pm at St. Nicholas
Church with Worship and AGM. This is an opportunity to see
displays and meet  members of  groups affiliated to CTNA .
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The Evergreen Fellowship

Newbury Melhodisl Church (Wesley Hall)
2.30pm - 4.00pm

12th February  Lunch at Fairclose 12.30pm

26th  February Ash Wednesday & Lent   Karen & Muriel

11th  March  Gentle Sealed Exercises   Chris Treacher

25th March  Flower Arranging       Barbara West

8th  April   Holy Week Thoughts   Rev Peter Bennett

22nd  April   A Ball of Fluff with a Purpose!

Jenny Eaton,

Guide Dogs for the Blind

13th May   Table Talk      Karen Frost

27th May   Surprise!       Muriel Wood

Remember!

If you require transport contact Karen on 07444 851606 or
email pastoraldevelobmentworker@outlook.com
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This year it  before the start
of Christian Aid Week but will instead will be on

Saturday May 23rd starting at 7pm.

Entry  will be £7.00 per person
which include 2 course supper

Last year teams from Andover and Kingsclere came
hunting to win the price. Can they be more successful

this year or will a Newbury Team again ?

Book the date in your diary now

Fundraising for Newbury Street Pastors
Ceilidh

(Scottish Folk Music/Dancing)
Friday 15th May 7.30pm
at St George’s Church Hall

includes Ploughman’s Supper.

Book the date,enjoy the music
    even if you don’t  want to dance &

have a good Supper
Full details will be available soon
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We supported  the Link to Hope Shoebox appeal in 2019 as we did
in 2018 and were able to send 50 Shoeboxes and in addition to our
donation for each shoebox we were also able to make further £150
donation towards the additional needs of wood, food and medicine
for those in most need.
On the following pages is the report about the delivery of the
Shoeboxes. It is quite long but hope, but an interesting report and
gives you some indication as to how important the Link to Hope
Shoebox Appeal is.
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Shoebox Delivery Diary 2019  Each year Shoeboxes are delivered to
Romania, Bulgaria, Moldova and Ukraine. We send a small team to one of
those locations to help give your shoeboxes out and to report back what they
have seen. This year it was Iasi, Romania.
Day 1 We arrived in lasi the night before after a very early start from Luton —
home of cheap flights. This is where Link to Hope has its largest project the
Future Changed and we are happy to be meeting so many of our project
managers that have been involved with Link to Hope from the very beginning.
It's -3 degrees and with a disrupted night's sleep, it's time to meet our project
manager Pavel, who we first met 15 years ago. First stop is the Link to Hope
sponsored project Future Changed and the Little Rainbows Kindergarten. The
standard of the kindergarten is exceptional. Unfortunately, this is a rarity and
our kindergarten is one of the only lifelines in the area for local families. Based
in Dallas Shanty Town, the houses generally consist of one or two rooms with
little or no facilities and are ramshackled and draughty. Our Shoebox Delivery
Team consists of Gill, Diana, Lisa, Maria, Rob (Furniture), Jasmine, Rob
(Devon) and Liz who instantly started interacting with the children who are
delighted to have new playmates. Jasmine finds herself under a blanket with
12 children telling a story with Anna their teacher interpreting. These children’s
home lives are extremely difficult but for a few hours a day these children have
a safe and nurturing environment with teachers who adore them, a warm
place that they can comfortably play in with their slippers and food provided.
We then went to visit some of the children in their homes in Dallas Shanty
Town. We meet a very shy 8 year old, David, who goes to the  Future
Changed Homework Club and was wearing a prized Fortnite jumper. He lives
at home with his parents in 1 room. They have no electricity or running water
and they use a wood stove to keep warm, cook, heat up water to bathe etc.
David’s mother starts to apologise for not being able to say thank you in
English, his father embarrassingly  welcomes us into his home and thanks us
for coming to see them and for our generosity. Many fathers do not recognise
their children. However despite the obvious hardship in this family, this father
is very present. David is lucky to have both parents and they have worked
very hard to make this cramped room homely. The next home is up a steep
muddy incline. With dogs barking at us as they attempt to protect their home
while being chained up, we are introduced to a family who have no legal
paperwork for the house they are trying to build on their Grandfathers land, but
they've lived here a long time and Link to Hope have supported them with
building materials. The entrance to the house is so muddy so the obvious
thing to do is take our shoes off, the family are mortified but we do so anyway.
There is washing hanging outside every house we visit, in -3 so it is a wonder
how any of these clothes will dry. Dallas Shanty Town is gradually changing.
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Instead of every house being a shack, some houses that have been built
recently are very good. However this invariably has been built from money
where family members risk leaving their home, to find work abroad, and
slowly send money back to buy building materials in stages. lt takes years
and they make slow progress, but progress nonetheless. Time to move on.
We go on to meet Valentin the project leader who now works in the isolated
outlying villages around lasi. Valentin introduces us to a reformed character
who used to terrorise the village with his drinking and carrying around a large
knife. Now he is completely changed and is running a homework club from
his house. We walk into a crowded room with a wood stove in the corner of
the room, another Romanian staple. The children sit in rows at tables with a
shy lady (his wife) supervising colouring in and playing with a few basic toys.
A meal is ready for the children — salami and bread. The team brings in the
shoeboxes and we hand them out. There are some wonderful gifts in the
shoeboxes and the children’s eyes are wide as they go through their boxes.
Alcoholism and domestic violence are very high in these isolated villages and
these children have a rough existence with very little to take them away from
their lives. The shoeboxes were that moment of joy when they were in a safe
space just enjoying being children and eagerly looking at all the wonderful
gifts that were in the shoeboxes.
Day 2 Another village school ’Scoala Primara Ciocirlesti' — where we meet
another class of children who we know that, behind the smiles, have lived
through experiences that we can't identify with but we feel the weight of. We
met Stefan, a foster child who has come from the big class to sit with his little
sister as she receives her box. He spends all of his time making sure that she
can open the box and that she understands what’s inside. ln the older class
we meet a 10 year old girl — unfortunately she is defined by the significant
burns on her face and the fact that she has one hand. The teacher tells us
that this child is one of the kindest in the class. Every day, without fail she
offers her friends and teachers a bite of her sandwich and shares everything
with her friends. She opens her box and finds a pack of sweets, right on cue,
she offers one to us. Most of the children are keen to re-seal their boxes and
keep everything safe. Jasmine always puts a tote bag in the boxes by her
group — otherwise it can be really difficult for the kids to put things neatly
back and keep the boxes from overflowing. Chrissy takes us to what is
described as the ‘road of widows’. Women start to come out of their homes to
greet us, some are expecting us. Its freezing and we're worried about them
waiting in the cold. On the road, we meet Zenovia. She used to work with a
homeless cooperative. She talks about the time when the Communists took
their land and said that they could continue living there in exchange for
working where they placed her. The lack of choice being a normal part of life
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for these women. We move on to an Aunt and Niece who live opposite
each other. The Aunt proudly shows us the ramp that she built in front of
her house, to make it easier when getting water from the well and getting
back into her home. Her niece talks about life with her son who she
supports. He is alcoholic and unfortunately out of work, he is also violent
towards her and she prays that he will get help. Time to visit another
school 'Scoala Gimnazial Bodesti' — we're introduced to the Headteacher
Mrs Silvia who clutching her grandson with pride shows us around the
school. She estimates 20% of the children in her school are from what she
calls a normal’ family’ — she means two parents and aside from the
common struggles that this community faces no other major issues. This
means 80% of the children in her school come from difficult homes, many
living with one parent (often mothers) or have been put with a foster family.
Due to the enormous hardship and depravation faced by many in this area,
parents often fall victim to alcoholism, making their own wine or schnapps
at home as employment opportunities are very hard to come by. Mrs Silvia
talks about her school and village being at the ‘end of the earth’ and thanks
us for visiting her and for Link to Hope continuing to support her.
 We head to Santa Maria Children’s Hospital, one of the largest Children’s
Hospitals in Romania, we brace ourselves with the news that we're going
to the Oncology Ward. We have to wear protective clothes before we go
onto the ward to prevent infection. Each small room has 3-4 beds with a
child and a parent in it so ending up with 6-8 people in room at any time.
There are no privacy curtain and they are cramped and hot but they are at
least being treated. Families are grateful, some kids full of enthusiasm with
beaming smiles, others understandably mute and subdued. Parents are
grateful for a moment of relief from the worry for their children.
Day 3 Today we meet Claudiu who we have known since he lived on the
Farm of Hope as a young man. Born to difficult circumstances, at 8 he was
placed in an orphanage. On turning 18 he had to leave and found himself
sleeping rough at a railway station. He was found and taken to the Farm of
Hope which Link to Hope supports. He has since worked his way out of
poverty, built a house, got married and even held a ‘mayor’s office
position’. Claudiu takes us to visit a lady in her 80s. Her son helps as much
as he can. She struggles to see as she has cataracts. More pressing than
that, she is desperate for wood as her supply is almost depleted and this is
the middle of the winter. This is the sort of situation that was raised last
year and led to Link to Hope increasing the donation per shoebox by £1.
NB Money has now been sent to buy wood for this lady along with
hundreds of other families who would have been cold or hungry this winter
time because they couldn't afford to buy wood or food.
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 We next meet a disabled man in his house and give him a shoebox. He
has a lovely smile and is very jolly but looking "around there is a notable
lack of a bathroom or running water. He is reliant on a friend coming and to
help him to wash and help him with his needs.
We head to another village called Negresti. We are split into two groups
and go house to house giving out shoeboxes to a village that has never
received them before. Although our leader has been working for a long
time in the village our first reception was icy as the lady did not understand
why strangers would be  trying to give her a gift. However as the afternoon
wore on people became friendlier and friendlier and were delighted that
someone was thinking of them. One little boy in particular spotted us from
inside his house and ran at the window and glued himself to it ’ Cadeau,
cadeau (present, present) he kept saying. We were invited in and he loved
everything that was in his box. On to the women and children’s refuge
which is dedicated to women who have fled domestic abuse, set back in a
quieter road, although the backlit sign gives it away, even we can make
out what it says in Romanian! The security seems tight enough which is
encouraging. Damaris (Pavel’s daughter) meets us. We carry the boxes in
and she introduces us to the team, interprets and is an all-round star. The
refuge centre currently houses 16 mothers and 33 children. It was lovely to
meet these women with their children. The kids sat together colouring in
and even when the boxes came out, they continued to colour, impeccably
behaved. We encourage them to open them and then the noise levels go
up, you can't help but smile when a big group of kids enjoy finding what’s
inside their box.
Day 4 It’s our last full day. Paval is taking us North East to Harlau — time
to meet the Mayor. It is Saint Nicholas Day, in Romania, the tradition is for
children to polish their boots and leave them out — if they've been good,
they get a present, if not, they get a lump of coal in their boots — it makes
our delivery that extra bit special which feels good. The Mayor is coming
with us and we go to the village he wants to help. We visit many homes in
the village,.No running water, no sink, an outdoor toilet, an outside well,
piles of wood in yards, washing hanging in the freezing cold, families
living in one room etc. We moved on to what our local team called ‘The
Jungle’. Down a steep hill (almost valley-like) we find a semi-secluded
community on the very outskirts of the village. We meet many grateful
families, a man who turns out to be 95 who shows us ID to prove his age
and his ‘much younger’ wife in her late 70’s!! One thing became clear and
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that is they knew the Mayor. In fact the Jungle had no electricity until last year
but this Mayor worked very hard making sure that they were connected which
has transformed their lives. This village is now in a much better position that it
was. What is notable is that the Mayor chose to improve the lives of the most
marginalised in his village before others. We are very glad to be there to give
shoeboxes out to them on your behalf.

Diary written by Jasmine Plowright and Lisa Hector with contributions from
Gill & Diane Seller, Rob Wills, Rob Newman, Liz Rider and Maria Scard.

Update on The Container Family Many of you are aware of the families that
were found last Christmas as Shoeboxes were being delivered. A four month
old baby called Star had just died of the cold as the Shoebox team arrived.
The shed they had been living in was freezing, dirty and dangerous. Otto and
his team organised the funeral and sorted out the police and ambulance and
then appealed to Link to Hope for help. You were amazing and two
containers were bought for the families to move into. It has been a long and
hard year for Otto and his team fighting against prejudice from many people
in authority who did not want to help him in placing the containers or
supporting him in trying to help these families. Eventually they were located
and the next step was more permanent accommodation. A house was found
and before Christmas the families moved in. Here is an update from Otto in
his own words on what he found this year when he came to give them
Shoeboxes in very different circumstances.
”I remember how was last year when I visited Vasile 's family, taking with me
the shoeboxes, and I just find out that little Stela($tar) just passed away. That
picture what l saw and that feeling remained printed on my heart and mind
forever. I saw the other small children in that dark, dirty and cold room
looking in my eyes, trembling because of the freezing weather I realized, that
they need somebody, who will come alongside them and really God brought
me and didn't let me to just go away from them. So In this year, right on
Christmas night I did a surprise visit to Vasile 's family in their new home.
Was dark and cold outside, and I just walked up to the window, to see what
they are doing. L saw the children around the small table Vasile  Anuta
(mother) and grandma Margareta, eating the traditional Romanian food:
cabbage rolls and mamaliga (made with corn flour). There was light and
warmth inside. Outside the dogs were barking and I was praying, giving
thanks to God for his mercy and love. My son was in the hospital with my wife
and my daughter was away to my brother in law. I had many reasons to be
sad and worried, but seeing and watching this family, I had an indescribable
joy and thankfulness in my heart. I went in, and that is the picture what I saw:
peaceful family atmosphere, smiley children and parents.
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All this changing and difference was possible because of God's grace and
because of your active, prompt and practical love, what you showed to this
family. May our God bless you and just seeing this difference I can say that
worth It!!! God strengthen me and I was convinced, that I'm doing first of all
for Him, and also for those precious children, who have the same value, as
mine or any other children. Through all this we have also become aware
that around the house that has been bought, are many very poor families,
who are also struggling. I have started to build relationship with them, telling
them that we are neighbours and to be in good relationship with. I visited
each of them and I brought food and gifts for them. I feel God is telling me,
that through what has happened, that we bought that house right there,
because those families also need help and to feel loved. So we visited all of
them with dads and children from my church giving out the shoeboxes that
we received from you. Praise the Lord, that in this way, through Vasile
situation we can be light and salt for those marginalized families. How
amazing is God's plan!"    - Otto

 ** The containers will now be used to house other families in emergency
need **Thank you for every single shoebox you gave us, we appreciate all
the effort you have made creating your shoeboxes and sending them to us
to be distributed. We couldn't do it without you.
 Please partner with us for the 2020 Shoebox Appeal — Registration is now
open.
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VE / VJ Day

2020 marks the 75th anniversary of
the end of the Second World War.
The Royal British Legion are seeking
assistance in locating any UK based
veterans, including Commonwealth
veterans, who may wish to
participate in the commemoration
events.  For further details please
email Joseph Miller, Remembrance
Manager, at
jmiller@britishlegion.org.uk.
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March 2020 Newsletter
Any information or articles for inclusion in
this edition should be with me

No later than Sunday 23rd February 2020
Email information should be sent to
newsletter@newburymethodistchurch.org.uk

Contact details:
Rev Peter Bennett-
Email : minister@newburymethodistchurch.org.uk
Senior Steward
Email : steward@newburymethodistchurch.org.uk
Other Email addresses can be found on our website.

Electronic Version of the Newsletter
Newsletter is now available and distributed in
electronic format in colour. As we currently do not
print the entire magazine in colour this is a great way
to enjoy the it. If you have not already told me but
would like it electronically instead of in paper hard
copy format please let me know and I will add you to
E-Mail distribution list

On our Website
You can now read the current and previous newsletters on
our website at:

www.newburymethodistchurch.org.uk/newsletter
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10.30am  Morning Worship     Rev Roger Ducker

12.15pm  Midweek Communion    Rev Colin Scarrett
     followed by light lunch

10.30am  Morning Worship     Rev Peter Bennett
     includes Holy Communion

10.30am  Morning Worship     Local Arrangement
              Worship Leaders

10.30am  Morning Worship     Tessa Bennett

12.15pm  Midweek Communion    Rev Peter Bennett
     followed by a light lunch


