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Onwards and upwards!

When I visited Salisbury recently for a meeting it brought to mind a previous
occasion when I was able to visit the cathedral and ascend the tower.  It was
a beautiful day and the prospect of the view was appealing.  I duly paid for
the privilege of climbing, and later descending, the over 300 spiral steps!
This provided a fascinating insight into how medieval buildings were
constructed and I have the badge to prove I got to the top of the tower.
Access to the spire is strictly limited to the trained steeplejacks in full safety
harness, of course.  We learned about the different types of stone that had
been used and that many of the timbers had been reused from older
buildings (recycling is not a new invention).

We also learned something of the history of the development of the building.
Originally the building was not planned to have a tower, never mind a spire,
at all – they were a later edition.  It proved quite a feat of engineering to add
these massive structures, eventually totalling 404 feet in height, to walls that
hadn’t been built to bear the weight.  It has certainly stood the test of time.

All this is to the glory of God, reaching upwards, ever higher towards God’s
realm.  We have just passed Ascension Day, which we do not always
remember in the Methodist Church.  The ascension of Jesus at the end of
his earthly life is, it seems to me, not so much a going up to another place
but an ascension to another, higher realm, another dimension, to the life and
existence of God.  We should not be tempted to think of Jesus ascending as
depicted in some artworks with just his feet still visible.

The ascension is the reversal of what we struggle to understand at
Christmas when we try to get our heads around, ‘our God contracted to a
span’ and ‘who left all the glory of heaven’.  Now he takes up what he once
had to lay down to become a man in Palestine, and we see again something
of his Kingly glory and his true Godliness.  This is why he is to be
worshipped in great cathedrals, tiny chapels and in every moment of our
lives as the King of Glory now returned triumphant after the task God the
Father gave him.  One day he will bring that realm of heaven to the earth in
final completion of his world of salvation – new heaven and new earth.  Until
then he lives to pray for us.

With love and prayers.
Peter
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Thank You!

Stephen and Rosie Greenhalgh would like to thank all who have sent cards
and e-mails, phoned and prayed for us following the news of Stephen’s
tumour.  We have felt God’s presence and been encouraged and buoyed
up by your love as he went through the operation.  As I write we are waiting
to hear whether further treatment is required; Stephen has two follow-up
appointments in the first week of June.

Margaret’s Thoughts and Reflection

There are sayings like “Life is an adventure - make the most of it”
and “you learn something new everyday”.

It all began with the snow in February when my first knee operation
was cancelled. Then at the beginning of March my younger son
collapsed in London with a heart attack. Luckily he was with
Scouters who helped him and he was rushed to St Thomas’s
hospital. He was there for five weeks and had quadruple by-pass
grafts and a defibrillator fitted in his chest (the technology is
marvellous). I am pleased he is doing well.

My second knee operation was cancelled because I scalded my
arm but the third one took place just before Easter and I am
recovering. Sadly in April my husband , John, was diagnosed with
vascular dementia.

So now our whole family is learning a new way of thinking and
caring!

I am writing to say a very big thank you for the messages of
support, cards, flowers, telephone calls and prayers which have
come our way.

Our Church has a most loving and caring congregation,
Bless you all

Margaret Salter
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Bible Month is an opportunity for churches and circuits to spend 30
days focused on a single biblical book. In 2019, Bible Month will
focus on the epistle to the Colossians.
By focusing on a single biblical book, Bible Month will enable
churches to engage more deeply with Scripture. Bible Month has
proved to be effective in raising biblical literacy, and the majority of
those who have taken part in the past were keen to hold another
Bible Month in the future!
Bible Month involves two key elements:
Preachers preparing and preaching a series of sermons on
Colossians over the four Sundays of June.
Small group leaders running a 'Bible Month' group that focuses on
Colossians, but which also helps those attending engage the Bible
in fresh and innovative way
The training days sits alongside the Bible Month Magazine and the
resources available on the Methodist website, or through Methodist
Publishing.
Bible Month is now hosted by LWPT, with the Methodist Church
continuing as a key partner.
For information on Bible Month, visit
www.preachweb.org/biblemonth
See Page 6-8 of this newsletter
Copies of the Methodist Church booklet “Nine Days of Prayer”
are available in the foyer

www.preachweb.org/biblemonth
www.preachweb.org/biblemonth
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Bible Month

This year during Bible month we will be reading the Book of Colossians.  It
is in the form of a letter written to Christians in the towns of Colossae and
Laodicea (now in south west Turkey about 100 miles from the sea).  It was
written about 30 years after Jesus’ death.  Each week Sunday readings and
preaching will focus on a section of the book so that over 4 weeks all of it
will be covered.  We begin on Sunday 16th June and continue on the
following 3 Sundays.

Why not spend time reading it for yourself in preparation for each week.
Then share what you have discovered or the questions it raises with
someone else.  Here is a prayer to say before you begin reading and some
questions you might like to think about.

Our Father in heaven, sacred is your word.
Your kingdom come, your words be heard on earth as they are in heaven.
Give me today your sacred word and lead me toward an encounter with you
every time I delve into the Bible.
Forgive my neglect of it in the past as I forgive those who neglect me.
For your presence, your power and your glory are always with me now and
forever.  Amen.

Week 1
Read Colossians chapter 1 verse 1 to 23.  Try to imagine you are hearing it
for the first time.
Pause for reflection on what you have read.
Write down your thoughts and reflections.  You might like to consider.

�� What did you find out about the writer?
�� What did you find out about the intended readers of the letter?
�� What did you find out about Jesus?
�� What did the writer pray for these people?
�� Is that what you would pray for people in your church?

Read the section again out loud.  Write down anything else you discover.
Pray about what you have discovered.
Share your thoughts with someone else soon.
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Week 2
Read Colossians chapter 1 verse 24 to chapter 2 verse 15, try to imagine you are
hearing it for the first time.
Pause for reflection on what you have read.
Write down your thoughts and reflections.  You might like to consider.

�� What does the writer long for for his readers?
�� Do you long for these things for yourself and those you know?  What is

holding you/them back?
�� What did you find out about Jesus?
�� What kind of ‘human traditions, philosophies and empty deceits’ tempt

people today?

Read the section again out loud.  Write down anything else you discover.
Pray about what you have discovered.  Share your thoughts with someone else
soon.

Week 3
Read Colossians chapter 2 verse 16 to chapter 3 verse 17, try to imagine you are
hearing it for the first time.
Pause for reflection on what you have read.
Write down your thoughts and reflections.  You might like to consider.

�� How does the writer describe the before and after contrast in this
reading?  You may like to list out the ‘befores’ and ‘afters’.

�� Can you see a before and after in your life?  Is that change still
happening?

�� The writer has high expectations for his readers in terms of the way they
are to live, how do you respond to the challenge of these expectations?

�� The writer encourages a life of thankful praise and worship – is worship
something you tend to associate with a short time once a week?  How can
worship become an ‘everyday’ practice?

�� What did you find out about Jesus?

Read the section again out loud.  Write down anything else you discover.
Pray about what you have discovered.
Share your thoughts with someone else soon.
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Week 4
Read Colossians chapter 3 verse 18 to chapter 4 verse 18, try to imagine you
are hearing it for the first time.
Pause for reflection on what you have read.
Write down your thoughts and reflections.  You might like to consider.

�� Which members of the household are addressed?  Look closely at
what is expected of them.

�� How does these expectations relate to what is said before and after
this section?

�� Do these expectations have things to say about human relationships
today?  What?

�� How does the writer suggest we should relate to those who are not yet
part of the community of believers in Jesus?

�� What did you notice about the people the writer mentions in the final
section of the letter?  You might like to follow up on who some of
them are by reading the short letter to Philemon.

Read the section again out loud.  Write down anything else you discover.
Pray about what you have discovered.
Share your thoughts with someone else soon.

CTNA PRAYER BREAKFAST

CTNA Prayer Breakfast on the second Saturday of the month from
8am – 9.30am.

 Everyone is welcome to join us and these gatherings are a great
opportunity for fellowship and sharing prayer needs for the
churches and organisations or anything else that is on your heart.

Please put these dates in your diaries:

JUNE 8th   – St Nics
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J.O.Y
The JOY Summer Meal will be held at Cote Brasserie on
Tuesday June 11th at 6.30pm
Please let me know if you would like to join us a.s.a.p so that I
can book
Thank you.
Doris

Other 2019 Dates for your diaries & calendars
August 20th   BBQ

October 22nd   Speaker Evening
December 17th  Christmas Meal

Saturday Coffee Morning Rota

We are now into the next quarter June to August and there are a number
of Saturdays currently available . Please book a date(s) now to avoid
disappointment. Dates which are not covered may make it necessary not
to hold a coffee morning on that particular Saturday. That would be a
pity as we have a number of visitors who frequently call in for their
refreshments and a chat.

Please either contact me or put your name on the rota sheet in Wesley
Hall and I will confirm in due course,

Thank you,

David
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A Visit to the Youth Group

There are a number of regular meetings connected with our church that I
have never attended and I admit that the youth-group that meet on Friday
evenings is one of these. Martyn and I thought it would be interesting to see
what went on: how many went along and what did they do etc, so last Friday
we decided to trundle down.  It was nice to see a couple of other church
members present who had the same thought as us and we sat together and
tried to observe quietly.
I was initially surprised by the number of youngsters (about 20 – difficult to
count really as they didn’t stand still!) that turned up – and because it was
half-term the numbers were down.
Every Friday night is a little different, but this night it began with some let-off-
steam team games that had everyone shrieking and yelling and running
around.  It was really great to see them all having such an obvious great time
at the end of a long school week.  Everyone, including us visitors laughing at
all the antics!
After this crazy time the children sat down and watched a video cartoon about
the parable of the Good Samaritan. This was followed by some discussion
about its meaning and how to apply it in everyday life – especially in a school
environment.  This all finished with a prayer.
Time for refreshments next.  No need to say that this was a very popular part
of proceedings and they ate, drank and chatted to each other.  It must be said
that I could NOT see a single mobile phone in sight!!
Then there was just time for another madcap game before parents turned up
to take their (hopefully) worn out children home to bed.
Finally – the wonderful people who make this happen? Doris and David.  I
was talking to Doris on Sunday and she told me that this year she will have
been working with youth for 50 years!  I truly believe she must have been a
youth herself when she took up this role of working with youngsters.  It is
obvious that she loves and adores these children and that they love and
respect her back.  David may be more in the background but he also is there
supporting Doris and doing a lot of the donkeywork (ie making the video work
and things like that!).
It was a great eye-opener to see this youth group in action. I’m so glad that
we went along and we have people like Doris and David who are prepared to
put their heart and soul into loving and caring for these children.   After all
these youngsters of today are the church of tomorrow and as they grow up
they will remember the happiness and joy that being part of this church
organization gave them, and with prayer and Christian support they may find
Jesus for themselves.
             Kathy Scott
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“Getting the Message Across”
 It will be a FUN, practical workshop and will include a reminder of things
we need to remember when speaking in public in church.  We may feel
we're good at the role(s) we undertake, however there's always something
we can learn or be reminded about or improve, so do come along.

Saturday, 15 June 2019
Thatcham Methodist Church

10am – 12 noon
(Coffee and cake from 9.30am)

Led by David Wylie
(David has extensive experience in local radio, producing
large productions, working the A/V system in his church

and so on)

If you would like, please bring a favourite verse with you, in
written form, from say the bible or from a hymn or a poem.

You would also be most welcome to bring a smartphone
with you to capture your personal development.

To book your place email  Karen on
kafrost@hotmail.co.uk

Thatcham's Worship Consultation Group and
Accessibility Team are organising the above

workshop.

The workshop will be open to Thatcham and Newbury
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I am pleased to be able to give you the following financial report after various
church efforts.
Many thanks to all who supported the Christian Aid Lent Appeal by following
the list of things to give thanks for and making a small donation each day. I
have received £295.60 from this Appeal.
Thanks are also due to Daphne Snook, who sought sponsorship for Christian
Aid on a recent sponsored walk. I have received £125 from Daphne.
The annual Newbury Methodist Christian Aid Quiz & Supper was held in
Wesley Hall on Saturday 11th May and raised £440.  My grateful thanks to
Doris & David for organising the Quiz, to those who helped with the supper,
and to all who donated desserts.
A Saturday coffee morning at church raised £40.
There have of course been the usual ecumenical events in addition, and your
support of those is much appreciated. Thanks to everyone for supporting this
worthy cause.  It’s so important to share what we have with the poorest of the
world’s poor by giving our time and our money, but we also appreciate your
prayers for all that Christian Aid tries to do for God.

          Rosie Greenhalgh

Players still needed
There will again be a Skittles competition in June,
on Wednesdays 12th, 19th and 26th at the Baptist
Church (a week later than given in last month’s
newsletter).
Please let Rosie know if you would like to join a
team.
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Healing of Babel
“Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. And
as they migrated from the east, they came upon a plain in the
land of Shinar and settled there. And they said to one another,
‘Come, let us make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.’ And they
had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. Then they said,
‘Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower with its top in
the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves; otherwise we
shall be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.’ The
Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which mortals had
built. And the Lord said, ‘Look, they are one people, and they
have all one language; and this is only the beginning of what they
will do; nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for
them. Come, let us go down, and confuse their language there, so
that they will not understand one another’s speech.’ So, the Lord
scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the
earth, and they left off building the city. Therefore, it was
called Babel, because there the Lord confused the language of all
the earth; and from there the Lord scattered them abroad over
the face of all the earth.”

Genesis 11:1-9
“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in
one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the
rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they
were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them,
and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as
the Spirit gave them ability. Now there were devout Jews from
every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound
the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard
them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and
astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking
Galileans? […] in our own languages we hear them speaking about
God’s deeds of power.’

Acts 2:1-5, 7 &
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Two contrasting biblical passages: the second often being quoted as
resolving the issues and disputes brought about by the first. On one
level, the account in Acts points to the universal message of the gospel,
a consistent theme in Luke’s writings. The many followers of the Jewish
faith who were in Jerusalem, came from different cultures,
backgrounds and nationalities: they conversed in different languages.
They all heard the leaders of the early church saying something that
resonated with them and their understanding of the God they
worshipped in common. One of the themes running through the life of
the Methodist Church in recent years has been “Challenging
Conversations - Living with Contradictory Convictions” – more details
here:
https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/2108/roots_methodistchurch_c
hallenging_conversations.pdf
As we approach the Day of Pentecost again, I have been reflecting on
the language that we use to speak of God and the many ways that are
now used to share the gospel. There is an awesome variety of what it
means to be a church; of styles of worship; of the use of imagery; of
different languages and expressions to encourage as many people as
possible to come into a relationship with God of love through Christ
who died for all humanity. Despite the passage from Acts, which I
have quoted above, it still surprises me that the underlying truth of
the gospel is heard, understood and lived out in so many different
ways across the world. And yet, at times, we seem to want to retreat
back to the time of Genesis, when apparently there was only one way
of communicating and humanity began to think they could compete
with God. So, according to the writer of this part of Genesis, God
intervened and created diversity and a richness in humanity. One
inference from this could then be that, if humanity is to come
together in all the fullness that God longs for, in the wholeness of
the relationships that God created with us in mind, we have to bring
the diversity and richness together that we may learn from each
other. Not in an attempt to compete with God, but in humility and
grace that we may learn more and more of the God who is Love.
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The Quakers have a challenging paragraph on this possibility in their
“Advices and Queries”:

Do you respect that of God in everyone though it may be
expressed in unfamiliar ways or be difficult to discern? Each of
us has a particular experience of God and each must find the way
to be true to it. When words are strange or disturbing to you,
try to sense where they come from and what has nourished the
lives of others. Listen patiently and seek the truth which other
people’s opinions may contain for you. Avoid hurtful criticism and
provocative language. Do not allow the strength of your
convictions to betray you into making statements or allegations
that are unfair or untrue. Think it possible that you may be
mistaken.

Advices and Queries 17 (Society of Friends)
The language that the travellers and residents of Jerusalem heard from
the disciples and in Peter’s sermon was challenging indeed, but from it grew
the first Christian communities in which, as Paul writes:

“…the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we
might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are
no longer subject to a disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you are
all children of God through faith. As many of you as were baptised
into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer
Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer
male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if you
belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs
according to the promise.”

Galatians 3:23-29
May our celebration of Pentecost be a reminder of the coming of the Holy
Spirit to a small group of people, who then shared the good news of a risen
Saviour in a language they could understand. May we, too, be touched again
by the Holy Spirit to share the inclusive love of God with those around us
in the language of their context and circumstances.
Peace,
Rachel
Revd Rachel Borgars
Superintendent Minister – Kennet & Test Valley Methodist Circuit
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 West Berks Foodbank AGM for 2019.

Date:   18th July 2019

Time:   7pm

Venue:  Newbury Baptist Church

The Foodbank continues to have  an urgent need for additional
volunteers to help in our Warehouse at Greenham Business Park.

If you have a few hours to spare or know anyone who has please
do get in touch with me in the first instance. We are looking for a
number of people particularly to join the Thursday team to assist
with the receiving and distribution of donations.

Warehouse Stock
Stock urgently Needed
Tinned Tomatoes (Plum or Chopped)
Tinned Rice Pudding
Tinned Vegetables

Low in Stock
Toilet Rolls
Coffee
Instant Mash

Well Stocked
No Pasta,Soup or Beans

(As at 29th may 2019)



NMC Newsletter June 2019 Page 18

Sponsored Walk - Newbury to Kintbury along the Canal

Hello Friends,

As you will guess from the title, we're planning another sponsored
walk this year, on Saturday 10th August. It is intended this will be in
the same form as last year, leaving Victoria Park at 10am with a free
ploughman's lunch at Kintbury Lock at about 1pm. Trains are
available nearby if you're not tempted to walk back to Newbury.

Before I continue, can I again say a big 'thank you' to all those who
have supported us over the last few years. In the last four year's
walks, we have raised over £3,000 for various campaigns run by
Bible Society.

This year's walk will provide funds to supply Bibles for children in
Malawi. Can I encourage you to join us this year, if you are able? We
have a very sociable time walking along the canal towpath and
sharing a meal together before returning to Newbury.

It would be helpful if you would register with us, so that we can
provide you with a sponsor form and then arrange the necessary
catering etc. We will supply all the necessary paperwork. We are
hoping to encourage a good number of walkers again this year.

It would be great if you could confirm your interest in joining us.

Rich blessings to you all

David McMahon



NMC Newsletter June 2019 Page 19

WEST BERKSHIRE HOMELESS – AN UPDATE!

Following the extended opening of  the Night Shelter for a further month,
as requested by West Berkshire Council, the Shelter has now closed on
a nightly basis.  West Berkshire Homeless are, however, opening each
Monday evening up until the Autumn to provide a meal and a social
evening for those who are transitioning and any new individuals who
have become homeless, also giving WBH an opportunity to continue to
work with those who require on going support.

Over the four months of its opening, the Night Shelter helped twenty-five
individuals, transitioning thirteen of these into accommodation.  The
remaining more complex clients have been detailed and referred to West
Berkshire Council and ongoing work still continues to ensure that these
people are also transitioned.  We are delighted to say that the working
relationship with West Berkshire Council is moving forward in a very
positive way with communication and co-operation and plans for the
future.

WBH have taken on a further half way house, making three in all, and
four of the Night Shelter residents are now well settled in

WBH are so very grateful for the wonderful support they have received
from the Church, both in prayers and monetary support.  None of the
work would have been possible without this and that of the business
community in the area and our fantastic band of volunteers!

The most wonderful support has of course come from our Heavenly
Father.  During the two years that WBH has been operating we have
seen miracle after miracle as prayers have been answered and lives
have been changed.  WBH have been able to assist over fifty individuals
to either remain in accommodation or gain accommodation and work and
we praise the Lord for His wonderful love and enabling power.

Erica
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‘Reflection Centre’ in France

  My brother, Rev. Bob Whorton, and sister-in-law
  Sue, recently moved to France.
  Their aim is to establish a Christian ‘Reflection
Centre’ in rural France.

They have an old farmhouse with additional gite self-catering
accommodation, plus swimming-pool!

The location is Hanc (79110 Valdelaume): inland from La
Rochelle.
Workshops have already been arranged for this year: in June and
September.

  June course titled ‘Creative Contemplation’ is to be led by
artist / priest Adam Boulter.

  In September, Bob and Sue will lead a ‘Labyrinth Work-
shop’.

I have more details (dates, travel arrangements, and prices)
should anyone be interested, or I can put you in contact with Bob
& Sue for information regarding future events.

I’m sure they would also welcome visitors at other times.

We have not yet been there, but are intending to pitch-up with our
caravan during this summer.

Bruce Whorton (01635 30371)



NMC Newsletter June 2019 Page 21



NMC Newsletter June 2019 Page 22

CONCERT INVITE

Our last rehearsal date June 26th will be a concert. It will be a public
concert mainly for friends and family of the band, but we would like to
have anybody to come along and listen to the concert.
We would like to charge people a £1 at the door and the proceeds
going to the church. The concert will start at 7.30 and end at 9.00.

The link to our website . https://www.projectband.co.uk/

Project Band gives budding musicians the opportunity to play in a group
with fellow hobby musicians.

Whether you play trumpet, cornet, trombone, (any type of brass) saxophone,
Clarinet, (any type of woodwind) drums, guitar, bass guitar or keyboard, please
get in touch.

Any standard of musician old or young are welcome. Learn how to play modern
pops, soul, funk and jazz. The sessions will be directed by Simon Currie and the
aim is to create a general feeling of fun and nurture. Musicians don’t have to be
able to sight-read as the music is down-loadable in advance; and the backing
tracks are streamed on the website. However, for those more competent there will
be scope to challenge their reading, and a chance to learn or improve their
improvisation skills! Age minimum 18+

Play Tunes Like
Happy (Pharrell Williams) Highway to Hell (ACDC) I Shot the Sheriff (Eric
Clapton) Up Town Funk (Bruno Mars) Chameleon (Herbie Hancock) Pick up the
Pieces (Average White Band) The Chicken (Jaco Pastorius) Watermelon Man
(Herbie Hancock

 - Project Band currently meet on a weekly basis and have been using
Wesley hall for a number of weeks . See there website for more
information, https://www.projectband.co.uk/

https://www.projectband.co.uk/
https://www.projectband.co.uk/
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Report of the General Church Meeting held on 28th April 2019

The General Church Meeting was held after the morning service on Sunday
28th April and was attended by 40 members and friends, and led by Revd
Peter Bennett.
Peter welcomed everyone and opened the meeting with a reading from
Colossians and prayer.

The minutes of the previous meeting held on 29th April 2018 were
accepted as a true record and signed.

Election of Church Stewards
The role of church steward is an important one within the life of the church
and is one we can all contribute to, offering the gifts and strengths we have.
The current Church Stewards are Alison (Senior Steward), Peter G, Alan,
Jeanette and David.  Alison, Alan, Jeanette and David are willing to continue,
and Peter is to step down.  Thanks were expressed for his many years of
service, and also for his willingness to continue to contribute and support the
team. We are in need of more stewards and Kathy had put her name forward.
It was unanimously agreed to appoint Kathy, and to re-appoint Alison, Alan,
Jeanette and David. Peter thanked them for all they had done and would
continue to do for the church over the coming year.

Election of Representatives to the Church Council
The current Representatives to Church Council from the congregation are
Angela, Rosemary, Rosie, Elizabeth, Anne, Gill, Margaret, Val, Ben and
Muriel, and more places are available if anyone else would like to join them.
Val will be stepping down, and Peter expressed thanks for her years of
serving as a representative. No other names were put forward, and it was
unanimously agreed to re-appoint Angela, Rosemary, Rosie, Elizabeth, Anne,
Gill, Margaret, Ben and Muriel.

Presentation of the Annual Report for 2018/2019
Peter thanked all those involved in writing and preparing the Annual Report
which gives an insight into some of what we do.  He then presented the
Report and invited questions.
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Minister’s Introduction
Peter had included scripture to reflect on over the year which established
some important principles about how we live together.
Stewards’ Report
The Stewards held everything together, and Alison’s report covered the
whole breadth of our church community life.  Peter thanked Alison for her
leadership, and all the team for their work.
Pastoral Committee Report
Margaret had reported on behalf of all the Pastoral Visitors who are
supported in their work by Karen in her role as Pastoral Development
Worker.  Sadly we have lost four members and others from the life of our
church.  Fay, Tony, Jean, Howard, Margaret, Tim and John were then
remembered in prayer.
Property and Finance Report
The Property and Finance Group have produced a combined report as their
work is very interlinked.
Property
A remarkable amount of work on the building has gone on, including
replacement of the front doors and the installation of the artwork above, a
major refurbishment of the hall toilets, electrical work in the church, and
on-going work on roof leaks. Thanks are due to Barbara W and Brian for
their work on re-covering the hall chairs.  General maintenance and house-
keeping tasks generate a lot of work which is on-going.
Further/proposed work includes the provision of TV type flat screens for the
church, approval for which has been a long process for our Listed building.
It is hoped to attain this by the end of May. Alan used a piece of cardboard
to demonstrate the size of the screens and where they would be installed.
Other proposed work includes refurbishment of the hall kitchen, roof repairs
and refurbishment of the outside notice board.  Widely diverging quotations
have been obtained for the roof work, and these are under review. We are
also seeking redress from the original contractor regarding the problem of
leaks to the church roof.  Peter thanked David for all his work on the new
website.  Rosie thanked everyone involved for all their hard work on these
projects which had greatly enhanced the appearance of the front of the
church, and would provide much improved facilities.
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Finance
The figures in the Statement of Income and Expenditure for the previous two
years and the budget for the year ended 31st August 2019 were presented to
Church Council in March 2019.  Although the budget deficit looks
considerable, it is largely due to planned capital expenditure projects, for
which there has been a phasing of income over the last two years through
fundraising and legacies. We need to keep on top of the challenges of
increased costs, and Peter expressed gratitude for all who gave their time but
also money to the church.  It is hoped to hold a Gift Day before the end of the
financial year and align it to a project which would attract funding from the
Good Exchange. Peter thanked the Property and Finance group for all they do,
and particularly Gordon for all his work on the church finances.
Small Groups
Various groups continue to meet, including the Prayer Group on a Saturday
morning, the Bible Study Group and home groups.  New people are always
welcome, and transport can be arranged if needed.
Children’s and Youth Groups
Peter thanked Doris, David and their team of helpers for all their hard work
and commitment.  Numbers have increased particularly in the younger age
groups, and success brings its own challenges.  Friday Church is an
opportunity to come along and join in a short time of worship and to meet and
talk with the young people.
Evergreen Fellowship
This new group was an initiative of Karen, supported by Muriel, and launched
last November. At present twelve to eighteen people attend regularly on the
second and fourth Wednesday of the month and enjoy a varied programme of
activities and speakers.  If you know of anyone who might like to attend do
bring them along – we would like to open the group  to a wider membership
and transport can be arranged.
J.O.Y .
Meetings are held every two months, and new ladies are always welcome.
The annual BBQ will be held on 20th August, and all friends from church,
ladies and men, are invited to attend.
Open Door
This continues to provide a service as needed. Sometimes it is very busy and
on some days only one or two people come, but they may have a need to be
quiet or need someone to talk to. Thank you to all who help – if anyone else is
interested in helping please speak to Doris or Val.
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Christian Aid
Peter thanked Rosie for her report on the various fundraising events and
activities for the year, and also thanked all those who had supported them.
Christian Aid Week is 12th to 18th May. Town Chaplains
This ministry comes under CTNA but our Church takes responsibility for it.
Two of the team have stepped down leaving only four Chaplains, who now
go into Parkway and the Kennet Centre once a month only.  The need is still
there, but it has not been possible to recruit more Chaplains and the situation
will be reviewed in September.
Circuit
Revd Carmel Ieraci will be leaving the Circuit in the summer, and there will
be an opportunity to say farewell and to give thanks for her ministry at a
service at 4pm on 20th July 2019 at Bridge Street, Andover.  There have
been problems finding a successor, and the CLT have been working hard on
this and will take ideas to the Circuit Meeting at the end of May.  At Synod
yesterday formal approval was given for Kintbury to cease to worship at
their church and Revd Colin Scarrett will lead a final service on 18th August
to celebrate the life and ministry of the church.  A circuit event is also being
planned.
CTNA
CTNA do a great deal of work and Peter attends the Church Leaders
meetings which are held once a month, and they also meet regularly to pray
for the town. The major initiative this year is setting up a CAP Debt Centre
for the Newbury area.
Bible Society
Dorothy had not provided a written report as the Committee is not due to
meet until later in May, when they will fix dates for various events.  These
will include a sponsored walk and a market stall with bric-a-brac.
Reflection on the Life and Ministry of the Church
This was an opportunity to ask questions and suggest ideas on how to en-
rich our church life together.  Peter suggested that people move into small
groups and discuss what has been good over the past year, and what they
would like to see change, and then put any ideas and questions down on
paper at the end of the meeting.
Nora expressed her thanks to all those who provide transport, on behalf of
herself and others.  Audrey, who had been worshipping at the church for just
over a year wanted to say thank you for all the friendship and care she has
found here.
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At last year’s meeting Muriel had been thanked in her absence for all her
work with the Parent and Toddler group.  She wished to thank everyone for
her gift which she had recently spent on new garden furniture.  She looked
forward to many happy hours sitting in her garden and thinking how
beautiful God’s creation is.

Date of Next Meeting    Sunday 26th April 2020
Peter thanked all who had served the church in any way, and those who had
now stepped down, and closed the meeting with prayer.

Barbara Garnsworthy

Sunday Roast for 2019
dates for Sunday Roast  for rest of 2019

16th June
21st July
18th August
22nd September
20th October
17th November
15th December - Christmas Meal.

CTNA Pentecost Celebration: on Pentecost
Sunday, 9th June, there will be a picnic and
united service around the bandstand in
Victoria Park. The picnic will be from

12midday and the service will be from 1pm to 1.45pm. We
want to encourage as many Christians as possible to come
along and witness their faith in the heart of Newbury.
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Ride and Stride 2018 is now a pretty distant memory for most of
us, but with the final results now in it’s worth pausing to take note
of what we achieved, and to thank all those who helped us
achieve it. Altogether some 75 riders and striders made 471 visits
to 72 churches, and raised almost £19,000 for the Royal County
of Berkshire Churches Trust – money that will go directly to
helping keep the churches of our county in good repair. In
2017/18 the Trust paid out £31,000 in grants for church repairs
and improvements, and the money raised through Ride and
Stride made a vital contribution to this total. So thank you to all
who took part, whether as Riders and Striders, as local
organisers, or as stewards on the day who welcomed visitors and
offered much-appreciated refreshments to enthusiastic but
sometimes weary participants.

Ride and Stride is a great event. Nationally it raises over £1
million each year for our churches. But besides this, for those
who take part it offers a splendid opportunity to see some of the
wonderful churches of our county – churches built with love and
in faith, with dedication and hard work, and with skill and artistry.
Our task today is to maintain them with the same love and faith,
and in the same manner.

Sue Lloyd is our designated contact for this event.



NMC Newsletter June 2019 Page 29



NMC Newsletter June 2019 Page 30

The Evergreen Fellowship

Healing On The Streets

Please meet at 10:45am in Pret's
(middle of Northbrook St) for team prayers.
We will then minister in Northbrook Street from 11am to 1pm.
Training provided on ,the day so all abilities, from all churches

are welcome.

6th July,3rd August, 7th September,5th October,
2nd November,7th December
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July 2019 Newsletter
Any information or articles for inclusion in this

edition should be with me
No later than Sunday 30th June 2019
 Email information should be sent to

newsletter@newburymethodistchurch.org.uk

Contact details:
Rev Peter Bennett-
Email : minister@newburymethodistchurch.org.uk
Senior Steward
Email : steward@newburymethodistchurch.org.uk
Other Email address can be found on:
www.newburymethodistchurch.org.uk/contact-us

Electronic Version of the Newsletter

The Newsletter is now available and distributed in
electronic format in colour. As we currently do
not print the entire magazine  in colour this is a
great way to enjoy the it. If you have not already
told me but would like it  electronically instead of
in paper hard copy format please let me know and
I will add you to E-Mail distribution list

On our Website
You can now read the current and previous
newsletters on our website at:

newburymethodistchurch.org.uk/newsletter
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10.30am  Morning Worship   Rev Amy Walters

12.45pm  Midweek Communion   Rev Peter Bennett
     followed by a light lunch

7.30pm  Xpect Cafe Style Worship
       at Whitchurch Methodist Church

10.30am  Morning Worship   Helen Watson

10.30am  Morning Worship   Rosie Greenhalgh

10.30am  Morning Worship   Rev Peter Bennett
     to include Holy Communion

10.30am  Morning Worship   Muriel Wood

Church Website : newburymethodistchurch.org.uk


